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Confusion and intimidation are two common feelings people get when they are faced with making decisions about their automobile insurance. People 
are always asking what type of coverage they have or what type of coverage they need. Sometimes, after a person is involved in a motor vehicle 
accident, they simply do not know how to proceed in handling personal injury, lost wage or property damage claims. Below are some frequently asked 
questions regarding car insurance.

Question: How much automobile insurance coverage can a person purchase?

Answer: The law in New Jersey allows people to purchase liability insurance coverage up to $250,000 per person and $500,000 per accident or 
a $500,000 single limit liability policy. You can also purchase umbrella policies for a relatively cheap premium.  Remember that liability insurance is 
meant to protect you and your assets. The more liability coverage you have, the more security you have. If you do not have proper insurance, you
may be personally responsible for any damage of injury resulting from an accident.

Question: My automobile insurance company sent some documents with terms I am not familiar with: Tort Threshold and PIP 
coverage. What do they mean?

Answer: Tort Threshold. The “tort threshold” or “limitation on lawsuit option” on your insurance policy requires certain injuries, such as death, 
signifi cant disfi gurement or scarring in order to maintain a claim for damages. This limitation may also affect other family members who reside with 
you. Instead of the “limitation on lawsuit option,” you may purchase a “no limitation on lawsuit option.” In that case, you may fi le a claim for any injury 
that you suffered as the result of a motor vehicle accident. Even if you have the limitation on lawsuit option now you can change it at any time by 
contacting your insurance agent. Although the “no limitation on lawsuit option” is more expensive, it enhances your coverage and removes barriers to 
collecting damages for injuries caused by the other driver.

PIP Coverage. Personal injury protection coverage (“PIP”) provides benefi ts to a person for their automobile accident related medical expenses. This is 
sometimes referred to as “no fault” benefi ts, as it provides coverage for your medical expenses, regardless of fault. The standard amount of coverage 
for the payment of medical expenses is $250,000 per person per accident. In addition to paying for medical expenses, PIP coverage provides loss 
of income benefi ts as well as essential service benefi ts. The standard policy provides loss of income benefi ts in the amount of $100 per week, but 
in order to protect yourself with income continuation benefi ts, you can increase the amount of benefi ts up to the maximum allowed which is $700 
per week. Essential service benefi ts reimburse the injured person as well as his family members who rely on him for essential services for the cost of 
hiring replacement services. Death benefi ts and funeral expense benefi ts are also available under PIP coverage.

Question: My automobile policy indicates that I have uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage. How do these benefi ts work?

Answer: Unfortunately, not all drivers follow the law in New Jersey and some do not carry liability insurance. These persons are known as uninsured 
motorists. When you have uninsured motorist coverage, you can be compensated for injuries that result from an accident with a driver who is legally 
responsible for the injuries, but has no liability coverage. Uninsured motorist coverage may also apply when you are injured in an accident with an 
unidentifi ed hit-and-run vehicle.

Underinsured motorist coverage protects an injured party when the driver who is at fault does not have enough insurance coverage to fully compensate 
an injured party for his or her injuries. For example, if an at-fault driver only has $15,000 worth of liability insurance and the injured party is entitled to 
compensation in the amount of $100,000, the injured person may be able to collect from his own insurance company, up to an additional $85,000.

AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE
DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH COVERAGE?

– Joel Chipkin

The information contained herein is intended for informational purposes only and should not be construed as legal advice.  Seek competent legal counsel for advice on any legal matter.

www.gmslaw.com

As you reAd this,  
you are holding in your hands the 32nd edition  
of THE BOARDwALK JOuRNAL. 
 we started our journey in the summer of 2008 and our mission 
statement has always remained the same: to highlight the people and 
places that make atlantic city and our surrounding communities 
such wonderful places to live and work by providing our readers with 
intellectually honest editorial on a diverse array of subjects.
 That’s what we have done for the last three years and it is our 
plan to sharpen that focus in 2012 by placing more of an emphasis on 
the people—not just the movers and shakers that you have come to 
know, but those that you may not be familiar with.
 beginning with this month’s issue, we will be profiling five individuals each month in a new editorial 
section that we are calling who’s who at the Jersey shore. we are very excited to introduce our readers 
to these very talented men and women and share with you their unique stories. 
 you will also notice a greater emphasis on the number of pictures you see each month. everyone 
loves pictures and beginning this month we are going to provide our readers with more pictures that 
will in turn introduce our readers to more people. 
 speaking of people, i want to acknowledge several very talented individuals who play a significant role 
in bringing you The Boardwalk Journal each month and have been a part of the magazine since its inception:
 Ginny Leith, our very talented creative Director, who has poured her heart and soul into each of 
the 2,048 pages that we have produced over the last 32 issues. 
 Shernita Demby, my very loyal and dedicated office manager, who oversees the administrative 
functions of both the leonard law group and The Boardwalk Journal. 
 Michelle Dawn Mooney, the multi-talented and recently engaged tV 40 news anchor, who has 
contributed editorial in each one of the issues that we have published. 
 Lloyd Levenson and Ken Calemmo from the law firm of cooper levenson, who not only have been 
loyal advertisers since our inception, but have also contributed very witty and insightful editorial in 
each issue. 
 if you are looking for three individuals that share my love of the people and places that make 
atlantic city so special, look no further than michelle, lloyd and ken. 
 Danielle Davies, a very talented writer who has contributed significantly to The Boardwalk Journal 
over the years, will now be our new copy editor and will make sure that we continue to provide our 
readers with the most relevant, in-depth, insightful and most intellectually honest editorial of any 
publication in this market. 
 Tom Briglia and his amazingly talented team at PhotoGraphics Photography will continue to work 
with our production team to bring our readers the high caliber quality images that have distinguished 
tom as one of the most prominent photographers on the east coast. 
 in closing, i would like to wish each and every one of you and your families a safe and happy 
holiday season filled with good health and prosperity in the coming year. 
 we look forward to bringing you The Boardwalk Journal in 2012. 

respectfully, 

James J. leonard Jr., esq.
president / ceO / publisher / editor-in-chief

publ isher’s letter

ginny leith

shernita Demby

michelle  
Dawn mooney

lloyd D. levenson

ken calemmo

Danielle Davies
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the raw feed
With Decision 2011 in the history books, the results brought very few surprises in the 
various state and municipal races, with the exception of two Republican city council 
candidates who almost achieved the impossible:  having a Republican elected in Atlantic City.  
Sharon Zappia and Jesse O. Kurtz lost very close races by a very small margin of votes, that 
had they won, would have had them representing the city’s 5th and 6th wards respectively 
on city council. While Zappia may be a new name to political watchers, Kurtz is not.  The 
founder of the Atlantic City New Republican Club, Kurtz has demonstrated that he is someone 
not to be taken lightly politically by almost unseating 6th mainstay Tim Mancuso.  The 
notion of that happening is similar to Subway moving next door to the White House Sub Shop 
and putting them out of business.  As strange as that sounds, Kurtz almost did just that to 
Mancuso. While many of our area’s elected officials stick to the traditional A, B, C’s of 
running their campaigns, Kurtz may be the only candidate in this year’s election cycle to 
embrace the vast resources afforded by social media as a means to reach voters.  Consider 
this: while Jim Whelan and Vince Polistina spent hundreds of thousands of dollars, if not 
more, on their hotly contested Senate Race, between the two of them they had less than 150 
followers on Twitter.  Kurtz, the 20-something longshot from the 6th Ward has over 400. If 
I was betting man, I would expect to see Candidates in Decision 2013 making better use of 
social media as a more effective and updated way to get their message out.  Radio ads, mailers 
and lawn signs will always be around, but as technology continues to evolve the candidates 
who embrace the change like Kurtz, will find themselves in a better position able to out-duke 
the old war horses like Mancuso.  If I was betting man, I’d also expect to see more and hear 
more from Jesse Kurtz in the years to come.  To learn more about Jesse, follow him on Twitter 
@JesseOKurtz or visit his website www.JesseOKurtz.com …

To further illustrate the point made above, Governor Chris Christie has over 75,000 
followers on Twitter, while the man most likely to challenge him in 2013, Newark  
Mayor Cory Booker has over 1 million followers.  Meanwhile, Atlantic City Mayor Lorenzo 
Langford doesn’t have a Twitter account, but The Boardwalk Journal does.  Follow us  
@BoardwlkJournal …

Avid Boardwalk Journal readers remember Jennifer Makris Hill, the former Miss New Jersey 
and onetime Miss America runner-up who worked for a period of time in 2009 as the Editor of 
this magazine.  Hill recently returned to her roots and started the Princeton Pageant Group; 
a consulting firm focused on pageant interview and media / public relations training and is 
currently working on this endeavor from her home in Allentown.  We wish Jennifer the very 
best.  To learn more visit www.PrincetonPageantGroup.com or follow them on Twitter  
@PPageantGroup …  

Merry Christmas …

Paid for by Amodeo for Assembly.  D. Heun, Treasurer.

Our heartfelt congratulations to The Boardwalk Journal on its 
Third Anniversary of informing and entertaining readers all 
over the world about Atlantic City and the Jersey Shore.
Along with your faithful followers, we happily look forward to  
a 2012 that includes Revel opening its doors, Hard Rock putting 
shovels into the ground and a Tourism District becoming the 
envy of the entertainment industry.

&Assemblymen
Vince PolistinA

John Amodeo

Assemblyman-elect
chris Brown
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paparazz i

1.  Pin up model / reality star CoCo at The Pool After Dark.  2.  Reigning king of  
hip-hop Jay Z at Boardwalk Hall  3.  Business woman / TV personality Bethenny 
Frankel at The House of Blues  4.  Marc Berman from ACPluggedIn with Motley 
Crue’s Tommy Lee and DJ Aero at the Backstage Party Pit at The House of Blues   
5.  Taylor Swift’s favorite rapper Kanye West at Boardwalk Hall  6.  West Coast O.G. 
Ice T at The Pool After Dark  7.  R&B superstar Mary J. Blige at The Pool After Dark

1. 2.

Celebrate The Holidays At The All New Resorts!

www.ResortsAC.com | 1.800.772.9000
BOOK YOUR ROOM TODAY AT WWW.RESORTSAC.COM!

They’re the boldest, hottest, 
sexiest shows to hit the Shore 

this year!  - NY Daily News

Atlantic City’s Sexiest 
Holiday Show!

DIVAS IN A MAN’S WORLD!®

Celebrity and Female Impersonators

Believe

“Un-Believable Fun” 
Lori Hoffman, AC Weekly

CAGE FURY FIGHTING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

DECEMBER 10

NOW - DEC. 30

NOW - DEC. 30

New Year’s Eve Dance Party 
in the Superstar Theater with

NIGHT FEVER 
A TRIBUTE TO THE BEE GEES

DECEMBER 31

2012 NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS.  ONE NIGHT.  FIVE GREAT PARTIES.

$60 Package Includes: 1 Hour Open Bar 9pm-10pm
Party Favors, DJ Dancing & 

Champagne Toast at Midnight
$40 Admission After 10pm

VISIT WWW.RESORTSAC.COM FOR FULL NEW YEARS EVE PARTY DETAILS, ROOM PACKAGES AND MORE!

BOOGIE NIGHTS                THE WHISKEY BAR            PRO BAR            25 HOURS 
                the ultimate 70’s & 80’s dance club                                              at ResORts                     ac’s Only gay casinO night club             casinO baR

20
12

20
12

1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY FRIENDS & FAMILY WEEK!
DECEMBER 4 - 9

25% DISCOUNT AT ALL RESORTS OWNED VENUES
Visit www.ResortsAC.com/family to download a coupon 

and present it at the outlet or outlets you wish to enjoy. Must have a coupon for each venue.

For tickets visit the Resorts Box Office, www.ticketmaster.com 
or call 1.800.745.3000.

BWJ rv.2DEC.8.375x10.875.indd   1 11/21/11   2:32 PM

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Images by Tom Briglia / PhotoGraphics Photography
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Herablist Gayle Gross explains how each component  
of the Fall Herb Dinner meal at Steve & Cookie’s  
provides health benefits to attendees’ bodies. 

out &  about

CAESARS AND HERO VOLuNTEERS HELP ATLANTiC CiTy RESiDENTS iN NEED 
Caesars Entertainment Eastern Division President Don Marrandino, Mayor Lorenzo T. Langford, Olympic Bronze  

Medalist Joannie Rochette and Caesars Entertainment Atlantic City Executives/HERO Volunteers help Atlantic City  
residents in need  by donating food to those in need this season

Event hostess Cookie Till thanks the Steve & Cookie’s by the Bay chefs  
and wait staff for their amazing service

Pictured, left to right, Robert Lang, Barry Cohen, Marc and Sissy Feldman,  
Debra Rosman, Miriam Hirsch, Ronnie Cohen and Susan Lang

Don Marrandino, Joannie Rochette and Mayor Lorenzo LangfordCaesars President Don Marrandino with Caesars executives and volunteers from the H.E.R.O. campaign

Family members reveal the sign at the street dedication ceremony for  
Redenia Gilliam Mosee Drive in Atlantic City

R&B recording artist Mary J. Blige hosted her new CD release party at  
“The Pool After Dark”, Harrah’s Atlantic City

STREET RE-NAME DEDiCATiONR&B QuEEN ViSiTS HARRAHS

STEVE & COOKiE’S FALL HERB DiNNER RAiSES NEARLy $5,000  
FOR JFS WELLNESS & HEALTHy LiFESTyLE iNiTiATiVE

Cookie Till hosted a Fall Herb Dinner at Steve & Cookie’s By the Bay to benefit the JFS Wellness  
& Healthy Lifestyle initiative.  With more than 60 attendees, the three-course meal 

incorporated seasonal herbs and fall vegetables along with a presentation from herbalist  
Gayle Gross. The evening was designed to enlighten the community of the lack of nutritional  

options for many living in Atlantic County while informing attendees about the health  
benefits of the dishes they enjoyed throughout the evening.

SHOWBOAT’S 2012 BOMBSHELLS GO-GO-A-THON AND CALENDAR LAuNCH PARTy
2012 Bombshells pose at HOB casino during their November 12th Calendar Launch Party with judges,  

uSA Olympic Boxer Eric Kelly and The Next Food Network Star Chef Chris Nirschel
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MAyS LANDiNG MAN REuNiTES WiTH DOCTOR WHO SAVED HiS LiFE
Adam Slack, 37, of Mays Landing, NJ, a husband, father of four, and security  

officer at AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center, and his family reunited with irineo 
Bustamante, MD, of Atlantic Emergency Associates, at ARMC’s Atlantic City Campus. Slack  

says Bustamante saved his life by asking what Slack wanted in his obituary during an  
emergency center visit in 2008 when Slack weighed nearly 600 pounds

ATLANTiC CiTy PROVED “GiLDA ROCKS ON”
A glitzed-up and glammed-out Atlantic City packed the Hard Rock Café for “Gilda Rocks On,” a 

charity auction that raised more than $200,000 for Gilda’s Club South Jersey. Jim and isabel Allen, 
the Hard Rock international Chairman and Seminole Gaming CEO and his wife, hosted the event. 
The night’s proceeds benefit Gilda’s Club South Jersey, an organization that provides free support 

programs to cancer patients and their families.

TROPiCANA CASiNO & RESORT CELEBRATES iTS 30TH ANNiVERSARy WiTH “THE CAKE BOSS”
Tony Rodio, President and CEO, Tropicana Casino and Resort along with New Jersey’s favorite baker, Buddy Valastro “The Cake Boss” celebrate 

Tropicana’s 30th Anniversary by cutting a cake that Buddy made for this wonderful occasion on Palm Walk in the Tropicana lobby for all to eat.

Adam Slack, of Mays Landing, and Irineo Bustamante, MD, show an old pair of Slack’s size 68  
sweat pants at AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center’s Atlantic City Campus 

out &  about

Adam Slack, of Mays Landing, and Irineo Bustamante, MD, show an old pair of Slack’s size 68 sweat pants at 
AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center’s Atlantic City Campus

The Slack children Collin, 14, Madisen,7, Autumn, 
10 and Lorelai, 2, stand in an old pair of their dad 

Adam Slack’s size 68 sweat pants 

Pictured, from left, Michele Slack, holding daughter Lorelai,  
Slack’s mother Edwina Slack, Collin Slack, Adam Slack,  

Dr. Bustamante, Madisen Slack, and Autumn Slack

1. From left, Diane Mitchell, Lisa 
Macklin, Katey Schelder, Katey 
Gallo-Fookes, Cassie Pollakis, Chris 
Allen, isabel Allen, Phyllis Lacca, 
Diane Spiers, and Donna Essick.

2. Sarah Griffith, CEO Gilda’s Club 
South Jersey.

3. Ron Johnson, CEO of Shore 
Medical Center, and Patti Gould.

4. “Little” Steven Van Zandt with 
Tina LoBiondo.

5. John Brenner and family with 
Steven Van Zandt, guitarist of the  
E Street Band and his wife, Maureen.

6. Jim Allen, Hard Rock 
international Chairman and 
Seminole Gaming CEO and his 
wife, isabel with Maria d’Ambrosio

1.

2.

3.

5.

4.

6.
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For information about 
Regular Jitney Service, 

Train Station Jitney 
Service, Lost and Found 
or Ticket Programs, call

609-344-8642 

The Atlantic City 
Jitney Association
serves the needs of the local 
community as well as the 
millions of visitors to Atlantic 
City. We provide convenient, 
on-time transportation to 
various points in Atlantic City. 

Jitney Color-Coded 
route numbers

#1 Pink
New Hampshire Ave. to  

Jackson Ave. via Pacific Ave.

#2 Blue
Marina Area-Trump Marina, 

Harrah’s, Borgata via Delaware 
Ave. to Pacific Ave.

#3 Green
Marina Area-Borgata, Harrah’s, 

Trump Marina via Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd. to Inlet on 
Pacific Ave. New Convention 

Center/Train Station, Bus Station

#4 OranGe
New Convention Center/Train 
Station, Bus Station via Pacific 

Ave. from Jackson Ave. to 
Indiana Ave. Borgata, Harrah’s, 

Trump Marina

out &  about

www.weddingsbyphotographics

TradiTion, QualiTy, Service afTer The Sale • family-owned and operaTed

Scan the barcode to 
visit our web site at 
miamisomers.com  
to learn more about  
our product line  
and to schedule  
an appointment!

505 New Road (Rte. 9), Somers Point NJ • (609) 927-4133 • Hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm, Sat 9am - 1pm

• Retractable Awnings

• Rolling Shutters

• Replacement Windows

• Patio Rooms

• Doors 

LONG-TiME SHORE MEDiCAL CENTER’S BOARD OF TRuSTEES 
MEMBER CELEBRATES 90TH BiRTHDAy

Friends and the staff of Shore Medical Center gathered in the atrium lobby of the new surgical 
pavilion to celebrate Joe DiOrio’s 90th birthday. DiOrio has been on Shore’s Board since 1964 
and served as Chairman of the Board from 1974-1975. During his tenure, he helped Shore 

develop into one of South Jersey’s leading healthcare facilities. 

COOPER LEVENSON AND MBCA TEAM uP  
ON  TuRKEy DELiVERy FOR THE NEEDy

For the seventh consecutive year, Cooper Levenson and members 
from the MBCA delivered turkeys, cranberry sauce, canned 

vegetables and stuffing mixes to needy senior citizens in Atlantic 
City. 145 turkeys were handed out this year.

ATLANTiC COuNTy REPuBLiCANS 
CELEBRATE ViCTORy

The Atlantic County Republican party gathered at  
Linwood Country Club on election night to count the results  

and celebrate victories in various races.

Ken Calemmo, Domenic Sanginiti, Gary Hill, and Erika-Leigh Kelley Assemblyman John Amodeo with his father, the living legend himself, Charlie Amodeo



absecon lighthouse in atlantic city has named george “buddy” grover 
of atlantic city its Volunteer of the year for 2010 at the annual Volunteer 
luncheon held november 22. in an ironic twist, grover donated exactly 
228 hours of volunteer time to match the 228 steps to the top as a tour guide 
hosting visitors who finish their climb of the lighthouse to see the spectacular 
views of atlantic city and brigantine. a retired atlantic city postman, grover 
enjoys donning the official lightkeepers uniform to impart a realistic ambiance 
once visitors reach the watch room at the top of the light. at 84 years of age, 
buddy likes to encourage people that if he can climb once or twice a week, so 
can they. buddy’s easygoing, polite, and informational personality lend to the 
fun experience awaiting visitors to absecon lighthouse. For information call 
609-449-1360 or visit our website at www.abseconlighthouse.org.

Absecon Lighthouse Announces Its Volunteer Of The Year For 2011

Play on a pristine, scenic  
18-hole golf course

Linwood Country Club  
is available and the ideal  
venue for a variety of 
occasions including: 

  •  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

  •  Corporate Parties

  •  Family Parties

  •   Extravagant Ceremony 
and Wedding Reception 
Facilities

500 Shore road, Linwood, nJ 08221-2512  •  609-927-6134  •  www.LinwoodcountrycLub.com

Linwood is the premier location for your corporate or charity golf outing. Hold your upcoming outing 
on our pristine private 18-hole golf course featuring spectacular views of the bay. Our professional 
staff will assist you every step of the way. After golf, your guest can enjoy lunch or dinner in our 
elegant and spacious banquet facilities. We offer a wide variety of menu options to suit your every 
need. There is limited availability for the 2012 season so now is the time to book.  

Contact Elisha Carson at 609-927-6134 or ecarson@linwoodcountryclub.com for more details. 

i Club Memberships Available j

Welcome

Fly Home for the Holidays Contest  •  Who’s Who at the Jersey Shore  •  Dennisville Christmas House Tour

ThE InSIDEr
Local news, happenings, and Events

Tentative Agreement Reached With Unite Here Local 54 

Carriers We Represent:

2000 Shore Rd., Ste. 206
Linwood, NJ 08221

Phone: (609) 653-6600
Fax: (609) 653-6929

www.ferryins.com

4400 North Corp Pkwy 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL  33410

Phone: (561) 630-7676
Fax: (609) 653-6929
www.weinsurefl.com

ChRiS FeRRy iNSuRaNCe aGeNCy has been 
servicing South Jersey since 1949. as an independent agent, 
we have the ability to quote your insurance needs with many 
insurance companies to get you the best coverage at the most 
competitive price. 

at Chris Ferry insurance, we offer both Personal and Commercial 
insurance: auto, homeowners, Flood, Life, health, Restaurants 
and Contractors. Call us today for a free quote.

Customer Service is our #1 Priority.

Pictured, right, Jean Muchanic, Executive Director, George “Buddy” Grover,  
Volunteer of the Year, and Stephanie Carr, Director of Education Programs
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Shore
515 NEW RD, SOMERS POINT, NJ | 609-927-6464
HOuRS: MON-FRI 8-7 | SaT 8-6 | SuN 8-4

Let Our Lighting & Decorating Experts Guide You

ArtificiAl & live trees 
- Delivery Available!

OutDOOr lighteD figures

OrnAments, gifts, BOws, 
extensiOn cOrDs, timers 
AnD mOre. stOp By tODAy!

hOliDAy lighting 
 huge selection of leD lights!

ThE InSIDEr
Local news, happenings and Events

eight years agO, the atlantic / cape may 
county central labor council (aFl-ciO), which represents 
more than 25 unions with more than 30,000 members within 
atlantic and cape may counties, came to 100.7 wzXl with an 
idea. what if we made someone’s holiday even brighter by flying 
a loved one home to south Jersey for the holidays? 100.7 wzXl 
program Director steve raymond jumped on board and over 
the years, the contest has grown to be one of the most successful 
promotions on 100.7 wzXl – south Jersey’s rock station.
 listeners are led to wzXl.com (until December 12th, 2011) 
and submit their heartfelt stories of why they deserve to win round 
trip airline tickets (for their loved one to fly to south Jersey) over 
the weekend of December 23rd.  The Joe & scott morning show 

along with aFl-ciO representatives actually grant a winner (or a 
winner and guest) with this unique opportunity. 
 The winner will come to the station, thinking they are a finalist 
and call their loved one on-air, surprising them with the news. They 
will also be given a pamper package at bally’s casino hotel spa and 
a $500 shopping spree at tanger Outlets: The walk.
 “Our members certainly struggle financially, yet the central 
labor council still voted to do this promotion,” said roy Foster, 
president of the aFl-ciO. “This collaboration serves as a wonderful 
opportunity for our members to give back to the communities that 
they serve every day” stated Foster. some families are stricken 
with financial burdens and unexpected illnesses, so this financial 
support really resonates with people of all ages and demographics.

8th Annual Fly Home For the Holidays Contest
100.7 WZXL and Central Labor Council of Atlantic and Cape May Counties surprise a listener with  
a very special holiday package

 wzXl program Director steve raymond adds, “The way 
we notify the winner is a great platform to create excitement 
live on the radio. everyone feels the sincere emotions of the 
winner and realizes how important family connections 
really are, especially during the holidays. we look 
forward to this promotion every year!”
 “it was truly one of the greatest months of our 
lives”, states Fred slunt, 2010 contest winner. “my children 
still talk about seeing pop-pop and grandmom.” slunt’s father 
is handicapped with multiple debilitating health issues and his 
stepmother is blind. Through this contest, his father was able to 
be by his side as Fred was sworn in as a lieutenant in the same 
Fire Department in which he served (ehtFD).” The winner will 
contact his/her loved one on the Joe and scott morning show on 
December 14th between 6am-9am.
 For more information on the aFl-ciO logo onto  
www.njaflcio.org/
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521 TilTon Road
noRThfield, nJ

609-241-6322

Shopping  
with a  

personality!

facebook.com/simplyflyboutique

adam slack, of mays landing, new 
Jersey, sets an example for those who 
want to get healthier for the holidays and 
new year. a husband, father of four, and 
security officer at atlanticare regional 
medical center, he’s lost 369 pounds. an 
atlanticare lifecenter member of the 
month in 2011, he motivates others.
 slack’s highest weight was 585 
pounds. as of June 13, his weight was 
216 pounds.
 slack said he’d wanted to get 
healthier since the birth of his first 
child in 1997.
 “my son and i would go to toss the 
baseball around the yard, but by the 
time i got down the steps i was so short 
of breath i had to stop to rest - before 
i even picked up the ball,” explained 
slack. “when we did actually start, my 
son would have to throw the ball right 
to my chest, because i had no mobility. 
i could not bend down to get the ball. 
if it was low my son would have to run 
down to pick it up for us. we played 
more fetch, than catch, but he never 
complained. all he knew was he was 
playing ball with his dad.”  
 slack said he nearly passed out 
during a security shift at an atlantic 
city casino where he was then working 
in June, 2008. 
 slack said a physician who treated 
him at atlanticare regional medical 
center atlantic city campus bluntly 
got through to him. “he said, ‘mr. slack, 
what do you want in your obituary? Do 
you want a long one or a short one? The 
hospital will pick up the cost.’ i told him 
to get out of my room,” recalled slack.
 slack said later that day, the 

physician asked if he could talk with 
him. “every one of my doctors had told 
me i had to lose weight, but for some 
reason, what he said clicked,” slack 
explained. “he wasn’t trying to be rude. 
he helped save my life.” at the time, 
slack had high blood pressure, type ii 
diabetes and other health issues and 
weighed approximately 585 pounds.
 at the physician’s advice, slack 
followed up with his primary care 
physician after being released from the 
hospital. he started walking his dog, 
Thunder, daily. “at first we walked from 
our house two blocks to the stop sign 
on our street,” he said. “That’s all i could 
do.” he eventually increased his time 
and distance. he also began counting 
calories and limiting salty foods.
 in October, 2009, slack started 
working at atlanticare. he’d lost about 
110 pounds since his hospital stay, but 
he continued his healthy journey. after 
the first day of orientation he became 
an atlanticare lifecenter member.
 slack visits the atlanticare 
lifecenter in egg harbor township 
about three times a week. “i use the 
tread climber or treadmill for one hour 
on a maximum incline and do free 
weights for at least 45 minutes, often 
doing an additional 30 minutes of legs, 
chest and/or back machine exercises.” 
he walks 1.2 miles once and sometimes 
twice a day in his neighborhood – 
often with his wife, who joined the 
lifecenter, too – but without their dog, 
Thunder, whom the family lost in 2010. 
 slack is enrolled in atlanticare’s 
engaged healthcare plan through which 
he participates in atlanticare’s healthy 

highway challenges aimed at encouraging 
staff to exercise three hours a week. since 
becoming an atlanticare employee, he’s 
had had at least seven new uniforms. 
 in 2010 slack went from being a self-
proclaimed, “human baseball target- my 
son now has the most accurate arm in his 
league” to coaching for the mays landing 
baseball council where he led the mays 
landing pirates - his son’s team. he 
served as head coach of the mays landing 
athletic association 2010 baseball 
program and conducted the mlaa’s 
winter baseball clinic twice weekly last 
winter. The mlaa inducted slack as a 
member in February. he coached his 
son’s baseball team for a second year. 
“Four years ago, i couldn’t even sit on 
the bleachers – let alone think i’d be a 
member of the mlaa,” said slack.
 “when i was 585 pounds, i wasn’t 
thinking that three years later i would 
be at the point where i would be giving 
advice on weight loss. i wake now in 
the morning ready to face the day, 
welcoming all that it has in store for 
me,” said slack.
 “to those who might think they 
can’t do it, please, first off, be true to 
yourself. second, know overcoming 
adversity is hard but gratifying. set 
realistic goals and follow guidelines. 
when feel you can’t give anymore, dig 
down deep inside to connecting with 
your true self and give that last burst of 
self validation! 
 Learn more about AtlantiCare or 
Adam’s story at www.atlanticare.org 
or www.facebook.com/atlanticare, or 
call the AtlantiCare Access Center at 
1-888-569-1000.

Mays Landing Man model for those seeking 
to get healthy for holidays, New Year

atlanticare

ARMC Mainland Campus security officer took Emergency physician’s advice, focused on 
wellness to lose 369 pounds

On the 3rD saturDay OF December each year, 
a minimum of ten beautifully decorated 18th- and 19th-
century historic homes, as well as several public buildings 
and two churches, are open to the public. The tour gives a 
festive glimpse into Dennisville’s history at christmastime.
 The event, which is sponsored by the Dennisville 
historic home Owners association, takes place on saturday, 
December 17 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. tickets are $10 and 
can be purchased starting at 4 p.m. the night of the event 
at the Dennisville post Office located at 24 hall avenue 
in Dennisville. The tour is sponsored by the Dennisville 
historic home Owners association, inc. and includes the 
following: 

	 •	 	Soup	and	sandwich	supper	at	the	South	Dennis	Trinity	
united methodist church beginning at 4:00 pm until 
food runs out ($8.00 adults, $3.50 children under 12).

	 •	 	Refreshments	and	comfort	stations	at	the	Dennisville	
united methodist church social hall.

	 •	 	Sunnyside	Up	carolers	will	perform	through	 
the village.

	 •	 		Alice	Belanger	McGuigan’s	illustrated	“Historic	
Dennisville:  a walking tour” will be available for sale 
at the ticket center.  

	 •	 	Dennis	Volunteer	Fire	Company	–	will	be	open	with	
equipment (new and antique) on display.  light 
refreshments will be available here.

	 •	 	For	more	information	visit	dhhoa.dennistwp.org	
or contact Jack connolly at (609) 861-1338 or at 
Dennisvillechristmashousetour@verizon.net.

Annual Historic dennisville 
christmas House Tour date Set

The Jacob B. Souder, Sr. House – c. 1840
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Joseph cafero Shannon Wray
aFter 26 ye ar s a s an egg harbOr tOwnship 
resident,  Joe cafero knows his township. an avid volunteer 
with various organizations including service as a third Degree 
knight with the knights of columbus, cafero has always been 
intensely interested in community service and leadership. as an 
active member of his community, cafero made himself a regular 
at township committee meetings, and busied himself with ‘letters 
to the editor’ of local papers. in 2004, cafero joined the united 
republican club of egg harbor township, and from there, his 
involvement in local politics seemed to take on a life of its own. 
  after first running for 1st Vice-president, and winning, 
cafero later ran and became president of the club.  as president, 
cafero ran the united republican club of eht, which is 
a political organization involved in trying to build up the 
republican party as well as selecting candidates to run for 
office. under cafero’s leadership, the club managed to add 1400 
registered republicans. cafero’s work didn’t go unnoticed. 
 while volunteering for Doug Forrester’s 2005 run for 
new Jersey governor, cafero was asked to become the county 
coordinator, a position for which cafero volunteered 20-25 
hours per week of his time. Forrester didn’t win, but cafero’s 
experience was growing. in 2006, cafero volunteered for new 
Jersey state senator tom kean Jr.’s run for u.s. senate. kean was 
defeated by Democrat bob menendez.  
 Finally, in 2009, after volunteering as chris christie’s 
gubernatorial campaign coordinator for atlantic county, 
cafero’s candidate had a major victory. chris christie became 
the 55th governor of new Jersey. 
 in addition to his work on a state level, cafero manages to 
stay busy in eht. On top of his nine to five job as the manager 
of the motor Vehicle agency of atlantic county, cafero now sits 
as an elected official on the egg harbor township committee. 
in this position, cafero is truly doing what he loves. he meets 
with constituents, responding to every phone call and email. he 
meets twice monthly for committee meetings and weekly with 
township administrator, peter miller.  
 cafero puts a lot of time into his position, so much so that 
his wife will sometimes tease him about it. “even though my wife 
will kid me on occasion about the time i give…she knows i have 
a real passion about it and is very supportive,” explains cafero.
 cafero’s wife isn’t the only one who acknowledges his 
passion. keith Davis, atlantic county republican chairman, has 
this to say about cafero, “Joe is a true leader in our community.  

his hard work in getting out the vote for our candidates was a 
critical part of the atlantic county republican party’s success 
this year.  and as an egg harbor township committeeman, Joe 
understands that you have to work hard every day to earn the 
voters’ trust.”
 cafero’s influence may affect all the way up to the state 
level, but it also makes a difference to those who are closest 
to him…his children. cafero’s son is only nineteen and is an 
active voter, and his daughter brittney, age 22, is already on 
the county committee. “i think it’s wonderful when the next 
generation gets involved,” said cafero. For the cafero family, it 
seems, service really does start at home.

shannOn wRay is in the business OF prOmOting.  
as the marketing and promotions Director for equity 
communications, the parent company to eight prominent 
radio signals including 95.1 wayV, 100.7 wzXl, 99.3 
kissFm, 96.1 the touch, 93.1 wezw, 1230 and 1340 
wmiD am, as well as another soon to be announced station, 
wray and her department help generate big ideas that boost 
ratings for the stations while still maintaining both the 
integrity of the musical format as well as listener loyalty. 
wray also works hand in hand with the sales department, 
brainstorming with clients on how to incorporate their brands 
into on-air promotions.
 wray has always been interested in radio. “One of my 
fondest memories as a little girl growing up in atlantic city was 
walking the boards with my mom and peering into the window 
of the 95.1 wayV studios to get a glimpse of personalities, 
“spider & kelly” during their live morning show,” said wray. 
“maybe that was what sparked my interest in the radio industry.”
 whatever it was, it’s clear that wray is passionate about 
her industry. wray speaks of the radio industry with a sense of 
pride in its importance as well as with awe that she is involved 
in something so exciting. she describes coming back to 
south Jersey after eleven years away from her home state, and 
recognizing as an adult what the south Jersey radio market had 
to offer—the beach, boardwalk, and world class entertainment 
365 days a year. it occurred to wray that these attributes were 
extremely important, and that “without local radio support, our 
local businesses, non-profits and politicians wouldn’t have a 
platform to speak freely to residents.”
 wray is equally proud of the work she and the stations do 
with local businesses that ‘give back’ to the community. For 
example, for the eighth year, 100.7 wzXl is working with the 
aFl-ciO labor council of atlantic and cape may counties to 
offer a local family the opportunity to fly a loved one into south 
Jersey for the holidays.  in addition, on air promotions with 
local businesses like bernie robbins Jewelers enables the “mike 
and Diane morning show” to give more than $7,500 in gift 
certificates to south Jersey residents on the cusp of the holidays.
 wray got her start in radio at equity communications 
during and after college, but earned her chops by working in the 
radio industry throughout the east coast. after working with 

such radio personalities as glenn beck, carson Daly, and bubba 
the love sponge in markets from Florida to Ohio, wray returned 
to her roots both in location—south Jersey—and radio stations. 
 wray could never have guessed that she would return to the 
area and that she would be so passionate about a company she 
first worked with so long ago. wray explains, “at twenty years 
old, i had no idea that equity communications would be an 
ever-changing but constant entity in my life.” and yet, here she is, 
working to promote the very same station that enthralled her as 
a child, and remains just as inspired by radio as she was all those 
years ago.

Who’s Who 
AT ThE JErSEy ShOrE

Who’s Who 
AT ThE JErSEy ShOrE
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Who’s Who 
AT ThE JErSEy ShOrE

as a new member OF the Full serVice law Firm 
cooper levenson april niedelman & wagenheim, p.a, mike 
gibson seems remarkably calm. add to this the fact that our 
conversation took place as he sat in the waiting room of shore 
memorial while his infant son—one of three children under the 
age of three—was being treated for a virus, and his composed 
demeanor was especially impressive.
 given gibson’s upbringing, it’s no surprise that he is able 
to maintain a sense of calm within a storm. raised as one of 
six children in linwood, new Jersey, gibson has a special 
understanding of organized chaos.  “there is no question that 
coming from a big family has helped me in my professional life. 
particularly as a litigator,” explained gibson. “at a young age i 
learned to deal with many different types of personalities and 
different situations within my own family. learning to navigate 
within my own family certainly helped lay the groundwork for a 
life and practice that at times can be chaotic.”
 gibson’s family’s impact doesn’t end there.  l. anthony 
gibson, gibson’s father, was a superior court Judge.  gibson’s 
brother, chris gibson, is also a lawyer, a partner in the wildwood 
law firm barry, corrado, grassi and gibson.  and while working 
in the legal field has become somewhat of a gibson family 
tradition, it wasn’t an immediate decision for mike gibson.
 after graduating from Villanova university with bachelor’s 
Degrees in communications and political science, gibson went 
on to work at paychex, a payroll services company in philadelphia. 
as a sales manager at paychex, gibson could have been content. 
instead, after a few years in the sales industry, gibson found 
himself longing for something more than the job he maintained 
with paychex. he longed for a career.
 it was then that gibson began attending widener law 
school, from which he graduated in 2007. From there, the ball 
got rolling. upon graduating, gibson worked as a clerk for now 
retired atlantic county superior court Judge stephen perskie. 
From there, gibson began his career in personal injury law with 
paul D’amato at D’amato law Firm, atlantic city personal injury 
law center. 
 the opportunity with cooper levenson presented itself 
in February 2011, and it was an opportunity gibson couldn’t 
turn down. “we are very pleased that michael gibson joined 
cooper levenson last winter. he is one of a group of young 
attorneys that we welcomed over the last year,” said kenneth 
J. calemmo, Jr., chief Operating Officer. “as a forward-

looking firm, we are always mindful of the need to cultivate the 
next generation of lawyers.” 
 based in the atlantic city office, gibson is a member of 
cooper levenson’s personal injury practice group, a position 
he takes very seriously.  “i am a personal injury attorney and my 
clients have all suffered a loss, many of them tragic…they deserve 
face-time with their attorney… it is a people practice,” explained 
gibson.  “we are in it together.”

mike Gibson
mOther OF twO anD Full time physical theRapist 
heather berardis can add one more job to her title—baker. as a mother 
to two small boys and an already crafty person, it was natural for berardis 
to bake birthday cakes and cupcakes for her sons. but these weren’t your 
average birthday cakes. berardis channeled her creativity into creating 
cakes that were less standard party fare to something that can only be 
described as edible art. Friends and family alike urged berardis to take her 
hobby to the next level, but berardis didn’t take the suggestion seriously. 
as a full time home care physical therapist with spectrum rehab as well as 
coordinator for the scheduling of her busy family, berardis didn’t want to 
give up any family time to launch a business. 
 it was at the urging of an old classmate who saw pictures of 
her cakes and cupcakes online that gave berardis the push to make 
a fortuitous connection. berardis reached out to anne neustadter, 
who helps run the shirley mae breast cancer assistance Fund which 
honors her mother, shirley mae goldberg, and took a risk. she 
offered neustadter a donation of 500 cupcakes for the annual shirley 
mae run & walk, the signature fundraiser for the organization. 
neustadter agreed, and berardis took a day off of work do have a 
marathon baking session. The result was worth it. “not only are 
heather’s cupcakes incredibly delicious and artfully created, she bakes 
them with love. she generously donated her talent to the shirley mae 
5k and they were a huge hit,” said neustadter. 
 since then, berardis has unofficially launched mommy make a 

cake, specializing in “cupcakes, cakes and 
desserts with that extra special 

“mommy” touch”. berardis has 

made cake pops and cupcakes for friends and family and their special 
events, but has particularly enjoyed donating baked goods to charities 
and fundraisers such as alex’s lemonade stand, relay for life, and 
the absegami Volleyball team, among others. and she’s noticed a 
definite preference in terms of baked goods. “i would still do cupcakes 
if someone ordered them but the trend has seemed to be booming for 
cake pops,” explained berardis.
 berardis has no intention of becoming a full time baker. with 
her plate already full, baking has to fit into her already full schedule 
without affecting time spent with her family. because of her job 
experience with home care—a position which requires a large 
amount of paperwork—berardis has become an expert at managing 
her time. almost all of her baking work takes place in the morning 
while she is packing her kids lunches. it is not unusual for her two 
make two cakes before she has even dropped the kids off to school. 
instead of taking time away from her family, berardis bakes when 
everyone else is already busy. and there is a definite pay-off for her 
kids…berardis keeps her ‘mess-ups’ aside for her family. “everyone 
loves the mess-ups,” berardis said.
 you can find mommy make a cake 

on Facebook or reach berardis at 
mommymakeacake@hotmail.com.

Heather berardis

Heather with  
her children, 
Joey & Derek 
and her  
husband, Ken
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the month of December often puts many of us in the 
spirit of giving. but for sonny lee, owner of sonny’s 
hair salon on kentucky avenue in atlantic city since 
1969, giving doesn’t come just once a year. 

 sonny lee, owner of sonny’s hair salon on kentucky avenue 
in atlantic city, is described by his daughter, nynell langford, wife 
of atlantic city mayor lorenzo langford, as “a quiet storm.” it’s no 
wonder. at the age of 76, lee has maintained a quiet life of giving, 
humbly providing for others without fanfare or applause. langford 
explained that her father is constantly having an impact, constantly 
in motion, but quietly. 
 “Dad has given, and sent more people to college,” explained 
langford, who is the eldest of lee’s five children. “we had a unique 
home. we always had about 25 kids around (the five siblings and 
then several friends of each sibling). Our parents had an open 
door policy. Our friends could always come to them. they were 
liberal, respectful, and non-judgmental. people have no idea of the 
movement and impact he’s had.”
 sonny lee is just that kind of guy. “i get it from my mom,” 
explained lee.  when lee was five years old, a guy in the 
neighborhood was such a regular at meal time that for years lee 
thought the neighbor was a part of the family. “she would feed 
anybody,” lee said of his mother. 
 lee learned well. as an active member of the community, lee 
is constantly talking to kids about education, keeping in touch 
with atlantic city high school Football coach, Thomas kelly to 
congratulate him on a great season—“he’s a role model. i’m glad he 
got the job,” lee said of Thomas—or just offering someone a hand. 
 lee can also see that his impact is only so far-reaching. 
“sometimes kids need to talk to their peers,” lee explained. so 
lee will take the kids to their peers, like he did a few years ago 
when he packed five high school football players into his van and 
took them to visit Virginia union university, where their former 
teammate, pete hunter, was attending college and playing college 

football, (hunter would  later go on 
to the national Football league). lee 
provided the hotel rooms and calling 
cards for each of the kids to call 
home, and hunter insisted that his 
former teammates eat with him on 
campus. “it felt good doing that for 
them,” explained lee. 
 as an experienced barber, lee 
also tries to help out the new guy. he 
can remember when he was starting 
out, “i had a customer who would 

always wait for me to cut his hair. even if there was a wait, he would 
wait for me. i didn’t realize what he was doing then, but i do now,” 
said lee. The customer was giving lee his chance. lee never forgot 
that lesson, and tries to pay if forward to new guys starting out.
 lee doesn’t think much about any of this. it’s just the way he is. 
and his children haven’t fallen far from the tree. “i tried to raise my 
kids like my parents raised me, just tried to keep it going,” said lee. 
when lee’s daughter nynell explained to me the birthday plans for 
her and two of her siblings—a party in which the guests of honor 
would be giving gifts to the attendees in a total reversal of a typical 
birthday party—she kept having to explain to me that she couldn’t 
wait to do it. “we are so lucky, blessed, and happy,” langford said. 
“and i’ve got the disease to please.”
 lee seems like a regular guy. One who loves his family and 
makes them a priority—he sees much of his family every day. 
One who works hard—he is at his barber shop every tuesday 
through saturday from 7:45 to 6:00 come rain or shine. One who is 
interested in his community—lee maintains trunks of newspaper 
clippings and historical ephemera from atlantic city’s heyday, 
and loves sharing the stories of kentucky avenue with the next 
generation. 
 but he’s not a regular guy. he is a living legend to those he 
has helped and inspired, and an inspiration to us all this holiday 
season. because in an era of self fulfillment, his kind of selflessness 
is something that seems reserved for television. sure, we know that 
Oprah winfrey is a humanitarian, and it’s wonderful. but she has 
oodles of money to be a humanitarian with. my life and her life are 
vastly different. but sonny lee is a regular guy. a barber. a hard 
working father of five, without any kind of substantial means to 
do so, who actually gives simply to give. his is a lesson really, that 
giving back doesn’t have to be reserved for special occasions or a big 
paycheck. it can simply be a part of life.
 “i don’t have any ‘extra’ money. i’ll never be rich. it’s not about 
a lot of money,” explained lee. “a lot of people have a lot of money, 
and they seem worse off than me.”

Sonny Lea

Who’s Who 
AT ThE JErSEy ShOrE

Sonny at his salon.  
Inset, an inside view of Sonny’s Hair Salon
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Shore Medical Center is passionate about advancing 

medical technology. Shore’s new $125 million Surgical 

Pavilion is home to nine state-of-the-art surgical suites,

as well as the most up-to-date cardiovascular imaging, 

endoscopy and infusion therapy suites in the region.

The technology available within Shore’s new Surgical 

Pavilion will allow our passionate, highly-skilled physicians 

and surgeons to employ techniques designed to produce 

the best outcomes and highest quality care.
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2012 edition

By Felicia lowenstein niven

hey’re bold. They’re beautiful. they’re 
the Real Housewives of South Jersey, 
2012 edition, and they’re something to 
see. but there’s no table-tossing, hair-
pulling ‘mama drama’ here. Just the guilty 
pleasure of looking behind-the-scenes at 
these smart, sometimes sassy ladies who 
know exactly where it’s at.

what does it take to be a Real Housewife 
of South Jersey?  read on.

Meet the  
Real Housewives    
of South Jersey
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Amy Kelly
Living the Fairytale
my Favorite day Of The Week:  
monday – it’s a new week and a new goal.

A Favorite Place I’ve Traveled:  
st. bart’s – if you’ve ever been, you’ll know why.

What I Love About South Jersey:  
we get to experience all four seasons.

On my bucket List: 
sky diving with my husband (even though  
the thought of it terrifies me)
 

Giovanna “Joanne” Liccio
The Gracious Hostess
my Favorite day Of The Week:  
sunday – weekends get a little hectic but  
sunday is a relaxed day and often includes  
a long breakfast or dinner.

A Favorite Place I’ve Traveled:  
hawaii, on the occasion of our marriage

What I Love About South Jersey:  
being near the beach; it’s quiet in the winter and  
full of life in the summer – the perfect combination

On my bucket List:  
buy a home in mexico or Florida so we could  
vacation there whenever we wanted.

yOu might say amy kelly is the Very picture OF  
a fairytale princess, and it’s not just because of her long blonde locks or 
dazzling smile.  it’s because hers is a love story that clearly has her living 
“happily ever after.”
 “i married my one true love,” amy said of husband, Don kelly. 
“he is still, and always will be, the love of my life. we’re friends first and 
foremost, and then husband and wife.  he makes me laugh, and that 
gets us through even the hard times.”
 The somers point natives grew up around the corner from each 
other. but because Don was four years older, they didn’t really hang 
out during their childhood. That didn’t happen until young adulthood. 
each was dating other people, but they would spend time together in 
between relationships.
 Don knew he was going to marry amy even before they started 
dating. “he told my mom,” she remembered. “we hadn’t even held 
hands at that point. but six months later, we were engaged.”
 november 30, 2011 marked their 15 year wedding anniversary. 
The couple now lives in linwood with their two children, carter, age 
13, and brooke, age 11. “They’re so different,” noted amy. “carter is a 
loving, caring and helpful ‘old soul.’ brooke is hard working, imaginative 
and creative. she just loves life.”
 amy is a combination of the two.  she channels her caring side 
into causes, such as noogieland at gilda’s club, where she contributed 
to stories about the effects of cancer. she was inspired by the story of a 
dear friend. 
 her creative side comes out in the party planning business that she 
recently started, based on the lavish parties she and her husband are 
known for holding each holiday season.
 “it started in 1999 with a small get together of about 50 people,” 
she explained. “Over the years, it has evolved into 300 guests under an 
army of tents, one of south Jersey’s most talked-about events.”
 The parties have featured such touches as red carpet runways, a 
full disco, a cuban cigar lounge, cage dancers, and searchlights seen 
for miles. now amy puts that expertise to creating elite parties, small 
and large.
 “it’s mostly word-of-mouth at the moment,” she said. “we’ve 
done everything from dinner parties to bar and bat mitzvahs. we 
work really hard so that you get a good bang for your buck. Don helps 
me with the manpower.”
 amy helps Don, too—something she’s done since they were first 
together.
 “Don and i started kelly’s all pro landscaping,” she said. 
“Over the last 16 years, we have transformed some of south Jersey’s 
most prestigious homes into even more beautiful and welcoming 
destinations.”
 when they’re not hard at work, the kellys do like to travel. “i 
have been blessed to see some unique places,” amy said, “from the 
pyramids of egypt to the kentucky Derby. we save up all year and 
then travel in style. we’ve been to the world series, the super bowl, 
and the pit row at Daytona. The next goal is to see the master’s played 
in augusta, georgia.”
 knowing amy, as long as she’s with the love of her life and their 
wonderful children, the next chapter in this fairytale is going to be as 
good as the first.

giOVanna learneD early On that hers was a unique 
heritage. as a first generation italian living in south philly, she was 
surrounded by folks who weren’t even sure how to correctly pronounce 
her name. Thus, giovanna became Joanna, and it’s been that way ever 
since.
 Joanna, or Joanne as she’s now known, spent her early career going 
between summers in wildwood, n.J. and winters in philadelphia. “my 
mother had apartments in wildwood, and i would manage them during 
the summer season,” she said. “During the winters, i worked as a waitress 
and eventually a bartender.”
 bartending eventually won out, as Joanne spent the next 19 years in 
that career. she enjoyed the highly social atmosphere, the people, and the 
high-energy setting. it would be a precursor for the next chapter in life, 
one that would catch her quite by surprise.
 “i didn’t meet my husband until i was 39,” said Joanne. “we first 
met on a double date; the only problem was that he was with the other 
woman and i was with the other man. John said he fell in love with me 
that day, but he didn’t tell me then.”
 it was when Joanne was walking on the beach that she ran into John 
again. This time, he wasn’t taking any chances. he asked her to dinner, and 
as Joanne remembers, “we spent the rest of the summer together.”
 They met up again the following summer, and by this time, they 
knew there was something special. They tied the knot on november 
14, 2004. That’s when Joanne moved down to the Jersey shore. she was 
prepared to support his career as a pastry chef.
 “The funny thing about pastry is that you can’t put anything else in 
the fridge; otherwise the pastry absorbs that smell,” she noted. “so we 
looked for a spot where we could make the pastry.”
 They found one in Ventnor, at an ice cream parlor called lickety 
split. The only catch? They had to take over the ice cream parlor, too.
 That’s when John came up with an idea that would forever change 
their lives. “what do you think about doing breakfast,” he asked Joanne. 
“i’ve got 30 dozen eggs in the kitchen.” 
 They purchased a little grille and went to work. enough customers 
came regularly enough for the couple to expand to lunch. “it was John and 
i, and one waitress,” said Joanne. “we were cooks, dishwashers, wait staff. 
we did it all. The next thing you know, we were converting the ice cream 
parlor into a restaurant with all of the proper equipment.”
 by 2006, it was officially known as Johnny’s café. in 2007, Johnny’s 
moved to margate, with double the space and a patio. The following year, 
the couple bought the place and a liquor license.
 “now we do happy hour every day from 4 pm to 7 pm in the winter 
and 4 pm to 6 pm in the summer,” said Joanne. “we have 12 to 15 different 
martinis and some great appetizers. we also have a piano bar from 5 pm 
to 10 pm and live singers a couple of days a week. On Friday and saturday, 
there’s a deejay and dancing. it’s a party.”
 The restaurant is open seven days a week (except christmas Day and 
new year’s Day), but Joanne and John still manage some time off. They 
enjoy spending time with their daughter, nina, and their chocolate lab, 
nikko. They take long walks, go to the movies, or go shopping. it’s a life 
that Joanne still can’t believe is hers.
 “i get chills just thinking about it,” said Joanne. “in a million years, i 
never would have dreamt i’d be doing this for myself. you work hard and 
you hope for the best. This truly is the american dream.”
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Amy Amodeo Magazzu
Family Comes First
my Favorite day Of The Week:  
sunday Fun Day! sunday is family day, and usually 
involves a family dinner either at my parents’ house or 
with my in-laws.

A Favorite Place I’ve Traveled:  
The west coast – it’s where my husband and i honeymooned.

What I Love About South Jersey:  
being close to the beach, being able to enjoy atlantic 
city while walking around the casinos, and the feeling  
of love and closeness that ties the area together.

On my bucket List:  
a family vacation to italy

Patricia “Trish” Mullin
A Passion for Life
my Favorite day Of The Week:  
i couldn’t possibly choose just one.

A Favorite Place I’ve Traveled:  
boston; i love its history, as well as the dining and  
shopping there.

What I Love About South Jersey:  
we’re convenient to new york, philadelphia, and  
maryland – and of course, i love the beach.

On my bucket List:  
Visit paris, the city of love

amy amODeO magazzu has always lOVeD kiDs.  
 but it wasn’t until she became a mother that she truly realized  
how much. 
 “becoming a parent was the greatest thing that has ever happened 
to me,” she said. “This has changed my world.”
 she and her husband chris magazzu are parents to one-and-a-
half year old kayla. luckily for the couple, they can enjoy parenting 
while also counting on the support of an extended network of family 
and friends.
 “my ties to this area are very strong,” said amy. “it’s not just the 
environment, but the support and love of the people around me. 
This is where my extended family resides. i’m fortunate to have my 
family all around me. it makes my family’s life richer, and i am truly 
thankful for it.”
 amy spent her first years in margate, but by age 3 had moved to 
the place that she identifies with childhood—linwood, n.J.  There, 
she played on the bike path with friends, and participated in activities 
from t-ball to cheerleading to basketball and soccer. 
 but each summer, you’d find her at the beach. when she was old 
enough, she followed in the footsteps of her father, John amodeo, 
and her brother John, and worked as a lifeguard for the margate city 
beach patrol. you can still find her, and her extended family and close 
friends, at the iroquois avenue beach during the summer.
 “that spot holds a lot of history for my family,” she explained. 
“it’s where my parents grew up, where i played as a child, and where 
my grandparents still live. now it’s where our daughter plays.”
 amy met her husband chris at mainland regional high school in 
their sophomore year. “we were good friends throughout high school, 
but we didn’t start dating until college.”
 amy was in the graduate school of education at rutgers 
university, and chris was in the undergraduate program, finishing up 
his degree after he had spent time traveling.
 “we knew when we started dating that it would be forever,” said 
amy. “i can honestly say that i married my best friend.”
 amy went on to become a special education teacher, a career that 
was inspired by the teachers she’d had.  For the past six years, she has 
taught in the district where she grew up, at belhaven middle school. 
chris works as a police officer in galloway township. schedules can 
be challenging, but her parents luann and John are eager to help 
out.
 “They remind us that they’re available to babysit, and so it’s 
very easy for us to get out for date night,” said amy. “For us, that’s 
dinner and drinks, but it’s very important to have that connection.”
 For family outings, the magazzus will go to the playground, the 
boardwalk, the cape may county park and zoo or the please touch 
museum in philadelphia.  
 “i’ve always enjoyed living in south Jersey, and the area pulled 
me back here after graduation,” she said. “i hold dear to me childhood 
memories growing up here, and near family. That is why my husband 
and i decided to move back. we would like our daughter to grow up in 
this area and experience the opportunities that this area has to offer.”

trish mullin has been the career wOman. 
she has also stayed home and raised a family. now she’s 
enjoying a renaissance of sorts, with kids out of the house 
and endless possibility.
 “i wake up, looking forward to what each new day brings,” 
she said. and with all that’s available in the south Jersey 
region, she’s not disappointed.
 born in philadelphia, and growing up in marlton, trish 
is no stranger to south Jersey.  she began her career at the 
atlantic city casinos. trish worked at the original golden 
nugget (currently the atlantic city hilton), harrah’s and 
trump marina (now the golden nugget). “by the time i 
left, i had been a slot host, events coordinator and director 
of special events and marketing.”
 but she left for a very special reason—to stay home and 
raise her two daughters, erin, now age 22, and megan, now 
18.  as they began to embark on their own adult lives, trish 
decided to enter the career world again. by this time, she was 
a 25-year atlantic county resident who loved the area where 
she lived. she wanted to share that with others, and so chose 
real estate, working at the northfield office of balsley losco. 
 “i love meeting people, all different kinds of people,” she 
said. “i also enjoy helping them find what they need. it’s a win-
win situation for both of us.”
 she spends her spare time with boyfriend howard 
isaacson. They met through a mutual friend over coffee. he’s 
a teacher and a musician who has performed with the likes of 
natalie cole and aretha Franklin.
 “he plays all over, and i love to go and see him,” said 
trish.  they also travel together frequently. weekend trips 
are a particular favorite; they’ve visited boston, mass., 
Florida, maryland, chesapeake, md., and new hope, pa.  
“i want to travel the united states,” said trish, “and see as 
many great cities as i can.”
 closer to home, she enjoys spin class, reading, and the 
arts—including theater and ballet. she also volunteers and 
supports atlantic county charities.
 but when she has a spare moment, there’s nothing she 
likes better than cooking. it’s a passion because “it brings 
everyone together,” said trish. she especially enjoys cooking 
for, and with, family and friends.
 “One of my favorite recipes is my mom’s italian meatballs,” 
she said. “i ate that growing up, and it brings back so many 
memories.”
 those are the same memories she’s creating for 
generations to come. “i’m enjoying life,” she acknowledged. 
“i’ve been very blessed.”
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Jennifer DiLeo-Seligsohn
A New Love and A New Career
my Favorite day Of The Week:  
sunday is ‘fun day’ for my family, we spend it together.
A Favorite Place I’ve Traveled:  
The west coast – it was part of a great family trip that 
included san Francisco, yosemite national park, 
alcatraz, beverly hills, anaheim and san Diego.
What I Love About South Jersey:  
The fact that we’re centrally located; we have the beach 
and the boardwalk but also the excitement of atlantic 
city, philadelphia and new york city.
On my bucket List:  
travel to europe with my husband and kids – paris, 
italy, london, spain, greece, and so on.

it was a weDDing that brOught JenniFer anD her 
husband mark together. except the couple didn’t actually get to meet 
there. They found each other a little bit later.
 “i was over my friend’s house, looking at wedding pictures,” 
remembered Jennifer. “i saw a picture of mark, and said, ‘he’s 
cute. who’s that?’ my friend told me that he’d been asking about 
me, too.“
 playing matchmaker, the wedding couple shared phone 
numbers and the rest was history. “we spoke on the phone every 
day for six weeks before we actually met,” said Jennifer. “we really 
got to know each other. by the time he knocked on my door, we had 
already fallen in love. we started dating and that was it.”
 eleven months later, they were engaged. The couple married on 
July 21, 2002, moving into a home in washington township, n.J., 
while keeping mark’s condominium in margate, n.J. for summers at 
the shore.
 Jennifer already had a successful career, backed by an 
impressive education. she held a b.s. in early childhood and 
elementary education from temple university, and a master’s 
degree in mathematics from arcadia university in glenside. 
before she met mark, she had been teaching in the philadelphia 
school District. 
 she began teaching in washington township, a region that she 
calls “little south philly,” because of the similarities to where she 
was born and raised. but with the move, and the start of a family—
son stephen, now age 8, and daughter samantha, now age 6—it 
was only natural for Jennifer to take a break from teaching. instead, 
she focused her energy on her growing family and on mark’s 
business, selco roofing and siding. That was the start of her second 
successful career.
 “i started to handle all of the bookkeeping and organizing,” 
she explained. “i also followed real estate very closely down at the 
shore. we purchased a condo at first, and then two. we rehabilitated 
them and they quickly sold. That was the start of selco builders, 
llc. since then, we have be rehabbing and building homes in the 
margate area.”
 Jennifer serves as design consultant on the projects. “it is very 
exciting to see what you created, and very flattering to know that 
someone else wants your product.”
 best of all, working for the family business allows her the 
flexibility to be there for her children’s most important moments. 
“i am their room parent at school, so i am able to attend all of the 
school functions. They are also very active. They both take karate 
and surf lessons. stephen plays baseball. samantha takes hip hop 
and is a Daisy scout. i am her Daisy troop leader.”
 Jennifer acknowledges that her family is very important 
to her. “we spend time together going to the theater, movies, 
traveling. we enjoy the relaxing days of summer in margate, ride 
our bikes on the boardwalk and swim and surf in the ocean. we 
take our kids everywhere with us and they love it.”
 but she and mark also have another priority. “we have 
something special together. we’ll always make time for each other.”

All images by Tom Briglia / PhotoGraphics Photography
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He’s been off broadway, on broadway and in 
more than 90 films, alongside the likes of robert de 
niro, morgan freeman, and al Pacino, just to name a 
few. whether it was the jilted fiancé in “moonstruck” 

or sal in spike Lee’s “do the right Thing”, academy award and 
Golden Globe nominee danny aiello proved that he had acting 
chops, but that wasn’t enough. with a strong love of music, he 
decided to branch out with a singing career…at the age of 70. 
 six years later, we catch up with the man who now calls new 
Jersey home, to hear about the ups and downs of a very storied 
career that includes a special trip to atlantic City and hopes of a 
few more to come.    

1.  Where were you born and raised?  
i was born on west 68th street on west end avenue in new york 
City. at the age of 7 the family moved up to the bronx and we 
lived up there until i got married at the age of 20.

2.  Where do you live now?  
i live where all the rich people live, in saddle river, nJ... i snuck 
in. (chuckles)

3.  Since the holiday season is here let’s get right to your newly 
released Christmas CD.  In it, you start off with a storytelling 
segment where you reflect on your first memorable Christmas 
when you were six. Why was it so special?   
actually that was the year we had our first Christmas tree. we 
didn’t have any money, so whatever they could put on the tree 
to decorate it...that’s what they did. They had colored bottle 
caps attached to different colored shoestrings and we had 
stockings but they were stockings we wore, filled with candy. 
it was a very special time of life. i know it sounds insignificant, 
but trust me, at that time, remembering my first Christmas...we 
were very poor so therefore, what might be insignificant today 
was very precious to us.

4.  And you also received your first Christmas gift that year…
which was?  
everlast boxing gloves. 

5.  So growing up, did you know what you wanted to be? Were 
you a good student?  
Terrible. i went to James monroe High school for about a half 
hour. i went in one door and out the other, although, i was 
loved by my teachers in high school. all of them thought that i 
could be a great student. it wasn’t that i misbehaved in school, 

stars’. He doubled me, he doubled Tim robbins...so many 
different people...but you never saw him. This Psa (public service 
announcement) has been playing for a year and a half so i would 
guess that millions of people are seeing it...and it has raised a 
tremendous amount of money to combat pancreatic cancer. now, i 
feel as if my son is doing this and not me, because he’s so prevalent 
on the screen...it’s like he’s doing it...like he’s alive and he’s raising 
awareness for other people. maybe we can find a cure for it.

10.  It’s wonderful that you’re able to do that in his name.  Now I 
want to switch gears a bit and get to some more wonderful things 
that you’re doing. Well, let’s backtrack just briefly...when did you get 
the bug that you wanted to be in the entertainment field?  
well, when i was 12 years old my mother thought i was a singer. 
i never thought i was, but i would sing in the house and so forth. 
she had a connection that got me an audition for (an) amateur 
talent show. i went to the audition and they were calling names...
and i said, ‘mom i have to go to the bathroom’...i was terrified...
and i never came back. i was too nervous to do it, so i waited till 
the age of 70.

11.  Had you done any professional singing before that? 
it isn’t that i didn’t sing in movies... i did. i’ve sung in movies...about 
4 or 5 movies, but in movies it was like being someone other than 
myself because i’m playing a character…so i can hide behind that 
character, but to do it as danny aiello...i felt like i was naked before 
an audience. i just couldn’t do it. so (a producer) came to me and 
asked me to make an album...and i said alright.

12.  You had great success with your debut, at the age of 70…how 
did that make you feel? 
it was traditional jazz and it hit number four on the billboard 
Chart and it stood up there for about two weeks...and i felt good 
because i was right next to Tony bennett who was number three, 
so i was very excited.

13.  And your second album 
was “Live from Atlantic City”? 
it was done from the sands 
and it was the last show that 
played before they knocked 
it down. That was a bad sign 
for me of course (laughs), 
but i plan on going back to 
atlantic City relatively quickly.

14.  The success of the HBO 
series “Boardwalk Empire” has 
increased interest in the life of 
Al Capone and right now you are working 
on a one-man play called “Capone”.  Any chance it may come to 
Atlantic City? 
we’ve been talking about doing Capone in one of the gambling 
places there so that possibility does exist...(but) it isn’t the 
Capone that you know or that i knew...the caricature kind...you 
know, the white hat...the big cigar. This is a man who is in the last 
days of his life. He’s dying from a bad disease and eighty percent 
of his life is now hallucinatory. He talks to people he’s killed. it’s 
an amazing piece.

15.  Ok, so your third album, “My Christmas Songs for You”, is now 

available nationwide... and your 
fourth album, “Bridges”, is also 
out now...and with that one, 
a unique collaboration came 
about with rapper Hasan when 
the two of you met in the studio? 
so, i’m listening to him, he’s 
listening to me, before you 
know it we sit down and we 
decide, ‘why don’t we try 
something’.

16.  You talk about being influenced by artists like Bobby Darin 
and more traditional performers...how did you even start such a 
unique pairing? 
The first song that we chose was “besame mucho”, which was the 
first song that i had learned when i was six years old...and that 
was the song that we decided would fit with the rap...we weren’t 
certain, but we thought so. now, if you check on youtube...you’ll 
see that we have 427,000 hits. i mean for a guy my age...i’m not 
going to get that many hits unless i’m standing next to a rapper.

17.  And for someone who wasn’t a fan of rap you ended up putting 
quite a bit on your album. 
There is only one song that doesn’t have rap and that’s the last 
song, which is a special bonus song. all the other nine songs are 
rap, and i must say this to you, michelle...i love it. not bragging or 
anything, but i think it’s sensational.

18.  You started your singing career at 70, but before that you 
had been in more than 90 films, so when did you break into the 
entertainment business?  
when i got out of the army i was just 20 and i didn’t know what 
i was doing. i started a job here and there. i met sandy. i worked 
at the Greyhound in new york City and became union president. 
i lost that job as a result of a strike and was floundering around 
and ended up in a place called the improvisation, where they 
made me a bouncer because i knew how to hit hard (chuckles). 
That’s where my whole show business career began...from the 
improvisation. at the age of 35…i did my first play. at the age of 
40…was my first movie and that was “bang the drums slowly” 
with robert deniro.

19.  With all the films you’ve been in, is there one movie memory 
that stands out from the rest?  
richard dreyfuss was the producer and one of the stars of “once 
around”. when the film came out, he was sensational in that 
movie, but i was one of the co–stars in that movie. what did he 
do? He allotted money so that they could give me a campaign 
for the academy award. He thought that my performance 
deserved an academy award and didn’t say anything about 
his own, and he was just tremendous. i thought it was a selfless 
thing that he did...it impressed me to no end.  That was one of 
the highlights.

20.  Any advice for those looking to chase their dreams in acting 
or music?    
dedication. remember, it starts with fear. you’ll say to yourself 
first, ‘i can’t do it’. i had the fear as an actor…i had the fear as a 
sinGer. you’ll say...’you can’t do it’...but you can...you can.     
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but i just didn’t like it and i wanted to do something else with 
my life and i wasn’t quite sure what it was.

6.  So what was next after high school?  
i think the first awakening that i had...i thought i was a some kind 
of a hero like most kids at 17 do...i wanted to go into combat and 
that was during the Korean war, so i enlisted in the army. 

7.  How long did you serve?  
for three years i was in the army and when we finished 
training at fort dix new Jersey i sort of volunteered to go to 
Korea. so, they put me on what they call ‘combat training’ 
which was two weeks at that time...then when you finish, 
you sort of graduated and went over to Korea. well, i told 
everyone i was going to Korea (but) then they had a hat 
...there were about 5,000 soldiers...they put the names in a 
hat...they picked out five names and mine was one of them 
and then i was sent home on furlough and cut off that 
shipment to Korea. i was embarrassed...i just told everyone 
i was on my way to Korea. i did go home…and i went back 
again. after two weeks of training again, ready to go to 
Korea, they picked five names out of the hat and my name 
was one of them, again...and i started all the shipments to 
Germany...occupation...this was in 1951 after the second 
world war. i mean, it was like someone knew if i went to 
Korea i was going to get killed, but someone had something 
planned for me and hopefully it was God.

8.  So, around this time, you married your wife Sandy at the age 
of 20 and you’ve been married 56 years. What’s the secret?  
Hold on. Hold on no matter what happens. a lot of stuff 
went down during those fifty plus years...trust me. we 
argued quite a bit but we always believed that wasn’t the 
end of it, that after an argument it was fun making up. we 
had fights sometimes when we thought it was over, but we 
hung in there and it’s to our credit.

9.  You and Sandy had four children. Tragically your son Danny 
the third, a film stunt coordinator, lost his battle with pancreatic 
cancer last year...four months after his diagnosis. You were 
approached about doing a public service announcement for the 
Lustgarten Foundation for pancreatic cancer, but because of the 
emotions connected, you weren’t sure you wanted to do it. What 
changed your mind?   
my wife told me, ‘Listen, danny, you have to do this because 
people don’t know our son because he’s always doubling 
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when shOre meDical center presiDent & ceO  
ron Johnson tours someone through the new surgical pavilion and 
campus expansion, he looks and sounds like a proud new father. 
and why not? Johnson has presided over the largest expansion in the 
hospital’s 70 plus year history, and what he and his team has delivered 
to the community is nothing short of extraordinary.
 The state of the art, 138,000 square foot surgical pavilion has 
added a new level of high-tech, quality diagnosis and treatment to the 
caring, patient centered values that have served as shore’s foundation 
for more than seven decades. 
 “every time i give someone from the community, one of 
our surgeons or a legislator a tour, and i see their reaction to the 
thoughtfulness, aesthetics and clinical excellence that went into the 
design of the surgical pavilion, i know we made the right decision,” 
said Johnson. “shore is committed to serving the community 
and providing the highest quality care at the best price point. as 
america faces a crisis of how to deliver high quality, cost effective 
healthcare, we will always make our decisions with the community 
at the forefront.”
 The seed that has grown into shore’s surgical pavilion was actually 
planted in 2006. “when our operating rooms were built more than 
three decades ago they were state-of-the-art-medicine. when we did 
our evaluation in 2006, it wasn’t hard to see that we needed an infusion 
of energy and capital to design and build a platform for the kinds of 
surgeons who are doing incredible neuroscience, spine, orthopedic, 
sports medicine and general surgery,” Johnson continued  
 as luck would have it, just as the decision was made to start down 
the path and build the surgical pavilion, the economy took a turn for 
the worse. because shore had been prudent in its management and 
operations, it had the cash reserves needed to move ahead. 
 “ we knew we had the cash needed to make an investment of this 
kind when the time was appropriate,” said Johnson. “still, we were 
making the largest investment in shore’s history during a bad economy 
and at a time filled with healthcare vagaries. we knew we were making 
the right choice, but there were a lot of things out of our control to 
worry about.”
 Throughout the long process, Johnson said everyone at shore 
was buoyed by the response to the shore tomorrow campaign, which 
achieved its fundraising goal of $20 million in support of the new 
facility. 
 “The $20 million we were able to raise, came during two years of 
the worst economic times since the depression,” said Johnson. “The 
success of our fundraising efforts signaled the community valued 
shore as an organization, and was willing to invest in our facility and 
organization when it was needed.”
 upon arriving at shore’s surgical pavilion, patients, family and 
friends are greeted at the 1st Floor lobby reception Desk. all of the 
surgical pavilion’s pre-admission testing facilities, including laboratory 

services, radiology and patient exam rooms, are located in the same 
area of the 1st floor for convenient ease of access.
 at the heart of the surgical pavilion, one can find nine 650-square-
foot operating suites, some of which feature natural lighting through 
cathedral ceilings. The design of the post anesthesia care unit is 
another unique aspect of the surgical pavilion, as patients returning 
from surgery are cared for, monitored and comforted by the same 
staff that provided their pre-operative care. The surgical pavilion also 
features the most up-to-date cardiovascular imaging, endoscopy and 
infusion therapy suites in the region.
 On the 4th Floor of the surgical pavilion there is a beautiful new 
interactive boardroom overlooking the bay and an expansive, open-air, 
tree-lined garden setting, which will be used to house shore meetings 
in collaboration with community, civic and charitable groups. The 
complex also includes a four-level, 640-space parking garage and a 
27,000 square foot medical office building.
 “we borrowed from the planetree model, which proved to be 
exceptional in helping us with the  design of our the surgical pavilion 
and campus expansion,” said Johnson, referencing the organization 
that has branched out to become an internationally recognized leader 
in patient-centered care.  “From the beautiful, spacious, glass lined 
lobby to comfortable public and physician lounges, care was taken to 
provide a setting that would produce the best healthcare outcomes in 
the most humanistic way possible.” 
 The four-story surgical pavilion also maximizes energy efficiencies, 
using modern “green” building materials and concepts. several key 
elements, including water use reduction, plus using recycled and 
regional materials, certified wood, enhanced refrigeration management 
and green and white roofing, have placed the surgical pavilion on track 
to be leeD silver certified. 
 shore medical center’s passion for advancing medical 
technology and providing the highest quality care is truly changing 
the face of south Jersey healthcare.                                                                 

Shore Medical Center’s New Surgical Pavilion  
Changing the Face of South Jersey Healthcare

medical ly speaking
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G I F T  C E R T I F I C A T E S  A V A I L A B L E  N O W !

MARCH 4 - 10, 2012

The Atlantic City Convention & Visitors Authority received funding through a grant from the New Jersey Department of State, Division of Travel & Tourism

For a complete list of participating restaurants and menus, visit www.acrestaurantweek.com

RESTAURANT WEEK PRIX FIXE MENUS

LUNCH: $15.12 · DINNER: $33.12

Professional Cleaning Consultant
Single Maid Service - Crew Cleaning

Laundering • Ironing
Silver Polishing • Windows

Private In-Home to Construction Clean Up

7828 Ventnor Avenue, Margate, NJ 08402 • marsini.cleaning@gmail.com
Office: 609-823-8600  |  Cell: 609-517-2030  |  Fax: 609-823-8663 

Beach Homes and more since 1994

We will travel to your home in Pennsylvania or 
other areas of New Jersey and perform a tailored, 

complete deep cleaning to have your home 
sparkling for the upcoming Fall & Winter holidays.

the presiDents cup is a biannual gOlF eVent 
that pits a star-studded american team against the best that 
the international world has to offer. well actually, i should 
say the international world minus europe, remembering that 
the european/american tradition of competition is reserved 
exclusively for the ryder cup (my favorite sporting event of all 
time). the ryder cup has been bringing emotion and flair to 
the golfing world since the late 1920’s, and in a way, instigated 
the creation of the presidents cup in 1994. Former president 
george h.w. bush saw the years between the ryder cup (also a 
biannual event) as a perfect opportunity to include the rest of the 
world in this great tradition of sportsmanship and camaraderie. 
1994 marked the birth of this special event – named aptly for 
office of the man who brought it together: The Presidents Cup. 
 not to say that past presidents cups haven’t been interesting 
or captivating, but this year’s event opened the door for so many 
questions and topics of discussion that after the conclusion of the 
sunday singles, my head was spinning. i almost didn’t know where 
to begin: were watson and simpson a 2012 ryder cup dream 
team to be? was Furyk’s performance the best in presidents cup 
history? who is k.t. kim? was norman kidding with some of his 
pairings? what happened to the Jason Day that gave me knuckles 
at the u.s. Open? and, oh yeah, was tiger’s head-to-head match 
with baddeley the true beginning of his comeback? i’ll do my best 
to provide answers to these questions and insight about what the 
2011 presidents cup means for the future of golf. 
 First of all, there were multiple duos that stuck out to me 
as matches made in heaven this year, and Freddy couples was 
responsible for all of them. Quote me: “bubba watson and webb 
simpson will be a four-ball team in the 2012 ryder cup.” They 
brought an intensity and we can do it mindset that was unlike 
any doubles team i’ve seen in quite some time. both young and 
talented players break their opponents down off the tee and 
around the greens, possessing the course management skills of 
seasoned veterans. speaking of seasoned veterans, an unlikely 
pairing of phil mickelson and Jim Furyk produced stunning 
results. as a team, they didn’t lose and Furyk didn’t lose at all. 
with distinctly different styles of play, they used their years 
of experience and knowledge of their games to “outwit” their 
younger, more energetic opponents. The last of the couples’ 
success stories was hunter mahan and David toms, winning two 
out of the three matches they played. both great ball strikers, both 
very cool cats on the course, and both with winning records. mr. 
couples, i applaud you for a job well done.

 

mr. norman, you are one of the best players from your generation 
as well as a worldwide icon for golf and business, but excuse me 
when i say, “what in the world were you thinking with some of 
these pairings?” you had, at your disposal, arguably the greatest 
international team ever assembled. many critics, including myself, 
were casting the americans as underdogs, and somehow, on your 
own turf – the site of the only international victory ever – you 
were handed a 19-15 loss. i give you credit for the Day/baddeley 
pairing, but honestly, how hard was it to realize that these two 
talented australian natives would make a good team? however, 
some of your other decisions blew my mind as well as your 
chances at the presidents cup. The combination of ernie els, a 
seasoned veteran from south africa, plus a young up-and-coming 
player, ryo ishikawa from Japan, (who isn’t even old enough to 
legally drink) does not equal a winning record. actually, most 
of norman’s pairings emphasized what, to me, was the biggest 
disadvantage that team international faces—the fact that they 
are not united by one country or one people (like america and 
europe) but are disjoined by many different cultures. looking over 
this year’s international roster, norman had the opportunity to all 
but eliminate that issue. he had three players from south africa, 
three from south korea, and five from australia. Ogilvy, being the 
most knowledgeable about the course could have comfortably 
been the one to play with a partner of a different nationality, but 
as for the rest, keeping them with their countrymen gives them 
an extra incentive to bring it home for their country—a feeling 
sorely missed when captain norman continued to divide up his 
players. if nothing else, he should have kept the players who faced 
language barriers away from each other. 
 a large blow to the international team was the disastrous 
showing of one of their heralded all-stars, Jason Day. a big Jason 
Day fan myself, i was upset to see his game slowly crumble under 
the pressures of his nation, and see how he was unable to lead 

2011 President’s cup: What can We Take Away?

tee t ime by Sal ViSali the team to victory in his backyard. i’m sure his poor playing has 
deeply upset him, but knowing how talented he is, it would not 
surprise me if he comes out with a vengeance in his next event. all 
i can say is that if one wants to know the exuberance of triumph, 
he must also know the agony of defeat. i hope this blemish on his 
career will only make him stronger.
 and the moment we’ve all been waiting for: is tiger 
back? Through his first 4 matches i saw exactly what i’d expected 
to see: a very stagnant tiger hitting the occasional good shot, 
making no putts, and performing like an average tour player. but 
as i was watching his singles match against baddeley, it was as if 
i’d taken a time machine back to 2000 when tiger was ten steps 
ahead of everyone else, and he knew it. in that decisive 4 & 3 win, 
also ironically the winning point for the entire cup, tiger looked 
once again to be the best player in the world. his mannerisms 
became what they used to be, his stride was actually confident, 
he made fist pumps, but most important of all, he made putts! 
For the first time since his “doomsday” it looked like tiger had 
nothing on his mind except playing golf. This is going to make 
the chevron the most important event of his year.
 with so many questions coming out of this year’s cup, i think the 
most important is, “will team international ever be able to compete?” 
i guess we’ll find that out in 2 years at Jack’s place in muirfield Village. 
and as always, if you’d like to comment on this article i can be reached 
at backseatdriver72@yahoo.com.                                                                            



50   |   The Boardwalk Journal   |   December   2011 December   2011   |   The Boardwalk Journal   |  51

ThE DInIng guIDE
“without question, the greatest invention in the history of mankind is 
beer. Oh, I grant you that the wheel was also a fine invention, but the 

wheel does not go nearly as well with pizza.”
— Dave Barry

t gino’s pizza on north 
carolina avenue in atlantic 

city, it’s not just the pizza 
that keeps people coming 

back for lunch, it’s the people – both 
those who work there and those who 
eat there on a regular basis. “we have 
great food and it’s a great atmosphere,” 
said gino’s owner Dave karpuzi. “we 
have a tremendous group of loyal 
customers.” among the loyal customers 
you may bump into on any given 
week-day: senator bill gormley and 
his young charge tim lowry, second 
ward city councilman / hip-hop party 
promoter marty $mall, city solicitor 
bruce ward, local 54 president bob 
mcDevitt, atlantic county executive 
Dennis levinson, city attorney Damon 
tyner and a hungry contingent of 
lawyers from Fox rothschild, cooper 

levenson, goldenberg mackler, 
leonard law group and Jacobs & 
barbone, including michael Viscount, 
nick talvacchia, mike mackler, James 
leonard Jr., art murray and many of 
atlantic city’s finest, who find the 
ability to double-park their squad cars 
in the fire zone just as appealing as the 
bbq chicken pizza, the salads or the 
fresh wraps. “if our regulars can’t make 
it in, they are calling for deliveries,” said 
karpuzi, “Or stopping in for take-out 
on their way home from the city.” using 
freshly delivered bread from Formica’s 
in Ducktown, gino’s also has some of 
the best subs in the city. “we are fresh 
every day, we use the best ingredients 
and you can taste it,” said karpuzi, “if 
you don’t believe me, come and try 
for yourself.” you never know who you 
might run into …

More Than a Slice of Pizza
The people are the main ingredients at Gino’s Pizza

Karpuzzi with a fresh pie
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The Palm’s Crab Cakes 

1 teaspoon unsalted butter
3 stalks celery, finely chopped
3 tablespoons finely chopped yellow onion
1/3 cup mayonnaise
1/2 teaspoon good-quality curry powder
1 1/2 teaspoons old bay seasoning
1 teaspoon worcestershire sauce
1 1/2 tablespoons dijon mustard
1/2 teaspoon Colmans dry mustard
1 1/2 tablespoons drained, finely chopped pimento
2  slices firm, close-textured italian white bread,  

crusts removed and finely chopped
1  pound lump crabmeat, gently squeezed  

to remove excess moisture
1/2 cup mango salsa, for serving
1 teaspoon minced flat-leaf parsley, for serving
Lemon wedges, for serving

Broiled to a golden-brown crust that protects a moist interior,  
The Palm’s crab cakes are remarkable for their large lumps. 

Now you can make them at home.

Enjoy!

 place a small skillet over medium-low heat, and add the butter. add the celery and onion, and stir. cover 
and sweat gently until tender, about 5 minutes. remove from the heat and let cool.

 in a large bowl, whisk together the mayonnaise, curry powder, Old bay, worcestershire, Dijon mustard, and 
dry mustard until evenly blended. add the cooled celery mixture, chopped pimento, bread, and crabmeat. toss 
the mixture gently, breaking up some of the crabmeat but taking care to leave some lumps intact, until evenly 
mixed. using your hands, form into 6 slightly flattened patties and place on a rimmed baking sheet. cover and 
refrigerate for at least 1 hour, and up to 3 hours. 

 preheat the oven to 350 degrees. place the baking sheet in the oven, and bake for 10 to 12 minutes, until the 
cakes are just heated through. Then, place under a preheated broiler on high heat for about 1 minute, just until 
golden brown on top. with a metal spatula, carefully transfer the crab cakes to a small, warmed serving plate. 
place a generous tablespoon of mango salsa on the side. scatter the parsley around the edge of each plate, and 
serve at once, with the lemon wedges.

Serves 6 as an appetizer, or 3 as a main course

Anthony Previti is a criminal defense attorney who appears frequently in Atlantic County Superior Court and he  
loves food. If you would like your restaurant featured, please send an email to: OutToLunch@boardwalkjournal.com.

i’m always looking for a great place 
to hang out. For me, a bar has to 
have three main staples: (1) good 
people, (2) cold beer, and (3) 
awesome Food. recently, i checked 
out the Library Pub and Grille 
in eht. not only did it exceed my 
expectations in every category, but i 
just found my new favorite spot. 
 when i heard that the owner 
of the always excellent Library 
III restaurant was taking over 
the clubhouse at mccullough’s 
emerald golf links, i was 
interested. when i heard a rumor 
that it was going to be a “burger 
and beer joint,” i was camping 
out front waiting for the doors 
to open! so on a chilly evening 
after work, my wife and i met our 
friends nicole and ryan at the 
Pub for a quick bite to eat. about 
5 hours later, we left with smiles 
on our faces and vowing to come 
back again and again. 
 it all started with us walking 
in to see a busy bar and dining 
room. The buzz was in the air and 
you could tell everyone was having 
a good time. i noticed the familiar 
‘books on the shelves’ theme from 
the library iii but there was a 
more laid back pub twist. we sat 
ourselves and our waitress karen 
must have known we were thirsty 
because she immediately asked, 
“would you like a seasonal sam 
adams draft?” easily one of the 
greatest questions i have ever 
been asked. yes, yes i would like 
that. but when that sam adams 
Oktoberfest came delivered in a 
chilled Official sam adams beer 
Drinking glass, well i knew this 
was gonna be a good night.
 Just then a classic rock duo 
started playing some billy Joel and 
we leaned back, sipped our beers, 
and forgot about life for a while. 
while life may take a backseat 
at the Library Pub, the food is 
front and center. The menu offers 

a vast selection of sandwiches, 
appetizers, salads, burgers, and 
more. we shared an order of crispy 
buffalo wings ($7.95), a chicken 
Quesadilla ($6.95), and scallops 
wrapped in bacon ($10.95). as 
soon as the plates hit the table, we 
dove right in. i took one bite of the 
chicken Quesadilla and couldn’t 
believe how delicious it tasted. Four 
adults fighting over a quesadilla? i 
swear it actually happened. Then as 
ryan and i were devouring the last 
of the wings, i noticed the ladies 
were happily dipping the succulent 
scallops in a sweet and savory 
barbecue sauce. The only thing that 
could make this better was….
 karen dropping off another 
round of cold beers! it doesn’t get 
any better than this, i thought...and 
then, at that exact moment, another 
server delivered our outstanding 
entrees. my wife loves the crab cake 
at the library iii so there was no 
question in her mind that she was 
getting the crab cake sandwich 
($9.95). she happily ate, but 
silently hoped that no one would 
ask for a bite. i didn’t dare place my 
hand near her plate for fear of a fork 
stabbing. ryan threw down a bacon 
and bleu cheese burger ($7.95). 
it was perfectly cooked and topped 
with a mound of crispy bacon. 
(who doesn’t like that?) nicole 
ordered the Open Faced ny steak 
sandwich with Fries at a bargain for 
only $9.95. an expertly grilled strip 
steak was nestled atop crusty bread. 
(Don’t tell the Library Pub, but 
that sandwich could easily sell for 
fifteen bucks.) 
 and for me? well, my 
friends, i went out on a limb and 
put my order in the hands of 
someone else. when the owner, 
mike, stopped by our table, he 
mentioned that he had an amazing 
corned beef reuben ($6.95). 
i’m glad i didn’t just take his word 
for it. The hot corned beef was so 

tender, yet crispy on the ends from 
a good flat top grilling, piled high 
with gooey swiss cheese, slathered 
in Thousand island dressing, 
and served between thick cut, 
buttered, and toasted marbled 
rye bread. unbelieVable!! 
everyone write this down: the 
corned beef reuben at the 
Library Pub and Grille is one of 
the best sandwiches i have eaten 
in my life! no doubt about it, you 
have to try it. 
 i ended the meal with a 
brooklyn lager and a fantastic 
homemade peanut butter pie 
($6.00). as the band was finishing 
up a little Van morrison, we 
decided to move up to the bar. i 
don’t know how long we stayed 
and i didn’t care. all i know is that 
we will be back and be back often. 
The Library Pub and Grille is 
more than just a burger and beer 
joint—it’s a place where good 
neighborhood people are making 
great food. stop in and you won’t 
be disappointed. i bet there’s a 
good chance you will become one 
of the regulars after just one bite.

Anthony’s Out to Lunch 

Library Pub and resTauranT

Library 
Pub and 
restaurant
(Clubhouse inside McCullough’s 
emerald Golf links)

3016 Ocean Heights Ave.
EHT, NJ 08234
(609) 365-8341
(609) 431-0092
www.facebook.com/pages/
Library-Pub-andGrille/1455
12985546412?sk=info

Hours:
sunday-thursdays:  
9 a.m. – Midnight 
Weekends: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.

menu:
the menu is the most 
reasonably priced you 
will find in the area. 
Appetizers start at just 
$4.95 and an 8 ounce 
Cheeseburger served 
with lettuce, tomato, and 
potato chips is only $6.95.

tony’s tiP:
Check out their Facebook 
page for updates on 
the live music schedule.  
the band we saw was 
excellent.  Also, there is a 
Monday through Friday 
Happy Hour from 12-6 
pm with drink specials.

By anthony Previti
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Johnny’s Cafe
9407 Ventnor Avenue, Margate City, NJ  | 609-822-1789 

johnnyscafeventnor.com  •  picklejarr@aol.com

Open Year Round For  
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

Come see our new Banquet 
Room with Piano Bar! 

Giovanna and Johnny Liccio

Happy Hour 4-7
$5.00  CoCktails and appetizers

CaLL for detaiLs

Book Holiday Parties 
Upcoming EvEnts:

Seven FiSheS Dinner 
December 24

new Year’S eve Celebration 
December 31

2300 Fairmount Avenue, Atlantic City, NJ 08401
P: 609-344-2439 F: 609-348-1043 • angelosfairmounttavern.com

Atlantic City has changed greatly in recent years. Yet Angelo’s, located in 
the Ducktown section of Atlantic City, is a restaurant that has endured and 
flourished for three generations of Mancuso’s - since 1935 - making this restaurant 
an institution in Atlantic City.

More than seventy years of dining excellence have made our homestyle Italian 
menu age like a fine Italian wine. Through the years, Angelo’s has become a 
perennial gathering place for friends and a haven for the hungry. We hope you 
find your dining experience with us a most pleasurable one.  Bon Appetite!

The Mancuso Family

Jennifer Quilter and pilar sabates at  

Tomatoe’s in margate russell lindsay, ellie rosen and sarah lindsay  
at Sofia’s in margate 

meg axelson, ashley mcguigan, sue morse, Danielle lombardo, and Dana sheppard enjoy the night at Tomatoe’s in margate
stephen and sharon holtzman  

at Sofia’s in margate
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linda Desalvo and andrew latz from  
Latz’s By The Bay in somers point

ThE DInIng gALLEry

HOME OF THE $7.99 LARGE PIZZA
ALL DAY, EVERY DAY

Italian Cuisine 
& Pizzeria

Cheech 2 GO
6279 Old Harding Hwy.,  

Mays Landing, NJ
 609-625-8989

Cheech Brothers
738 W. Black Horse Pike 

Pleasantville, NJ
609-383-9494

We offer a full menu of Pizza, Dinner Entrees, Wings, Subs, Wraps, Panini & More
DINE IN ~ PICK UP ~ FREE DELIVERY ~ CATERING ~ CORPORATE ACCOUNTS

ORDER ONLINE: 

WWW.CHEECHBROTHERS.COM
The Cheech Brothers:  William E. Reynolds, Esq. & Richard Cornett

Staff photo: from left, Chef Josh Hussey, General Manager Jodie Rowe, ans Server Kandi Swankoskii

Joanne liccio, trish mullin, amy kelly, amy magazzu and Jennifer seligsohn inThe Quarter at Tropicana

The kelman family enjoys dinner at Latz’s By The Bay
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Special advertising opportunities are now available for 2012.  
Call 609-345-0500 or email boardwalkjournal@gmail.com.

Happy Holidays 
from

ThE DInIng gALLEry

6415 Delilah Road, EHT, NJ • 609-383-2700

450 Bay Avenue , Somers Point, NJ • 609-601-2212

WEEKEND 
LivE  

ENtErtaiNmENt 
and 

DiNNEr  
SpEciaLS

TailgaTe SpecialS
for aLL tELEviSED  
SportiNg EvENtS

Daily Lunch Specials Starting at $5.95

Daily Dinner Special

Now 
Open!

Airport Grill 
at Christi’s

Bistro By The Bay
BRuNo’S

AT CARoliNE’S

$7 $5LargE 
pizzaS

pErSoNaL 
pizzaS



Through the generations Formica Bros.
Bakery has been part of holiday
celebrations across south Jersey.  I know
in my family there is something special
about including Formica's famous breads
and pastries at our holiday celebrations or
bringing Formica's to our family and
friends with bread basket, cookie trays,
pastry trays there are so many holiday gift
items to select from.  The Formica
traditions began when Francesco and Rosa
Formica, established Formica Bros.
Bakery in 1919 bringing their family
recipes from Italy.  Thanks to their
grandson, Frank Formica, their legacy
continues to be a part of the culturally
fabric of our area.   In a single day,
Formica Bros. Bakery produces over
50,000 pieces of handcrafted breads and
delivers to over 400 customer accounts
located through-out South Jersey.  In
addition to the wholesale business, Frank
oversees the daily operations of two retail
café's – the original in Atlantic City and
new location on Tilton Road in Northfield.

The Holiday's are a special time at
Formica's, the smell of cranberries, raisin,
pumpkin, nutmeg and freshly grated
cheese, tomato sauce, cinnamon fills the air
as they handcraft holiday breads, biscotti,
cupcakes, cookies and pastry's creating
holiday favorites.  They bake around the
clock, seven days a week in order to deliver
freshly baked items to customers.  When
you visit one of Formica's café's you can
see the variety of breads, holiday cookies,
biscotti, cannolis, dessert items available.

Who could resist a cranberry walnut biscotti,
a pumpkin mousse cannolis, their pumpkin
dinner rolls or their newest bread, the
cinnamon monkey ... I can't!

Stop in to Formica's at Kensington Square in
Northfield and you will discover that Formica's
is all about bread and everything that goes with
it.  With over twenty different varieties of
sandwiches to select from, including daily
specials, salads and hot soups which can be
eaten in or taken out or even delivered ... it's a
great place to enjoy a meal with family and
friends or to hold a business meeting.    

With a variety of sandwiches, breads and
pastry's it is only natural that Formica's also
does catering trays for all different types of
events and with football season in full swing
what could be better than Formica's home
made meatballs or Italian sausage  on their
Italian bread.

By Ken Calemmo

Atlantic City.... 
A Place We Call Home

ken_calemmo@cooperlevenson.com

Formica Brothers Bakery, an Atlantic City icon

Formica's is about tradition.  They utilize
the same recipes that their grandparents
did when they first opened Formica's from
their  handcrafted breads to their  home
made biscotti to tomato pie. Formica's is
an Atlantic City original, their breads and
holiday trays represent that originality. 

If you haven't already I encourage you to
check our Formica's and their holiday items
so that you can bring a bit of that Formica
tradition to your holiday celebrations.

More information on Formcia's holiday
items please visit their website –
(www.formicabrosbakery.com) or stop in
at 2310 Arctic Avenue, Atlantic City or
Kensington Square, 200 N. Tilton Road
in Northfield.

Frank Formica

Start a Revolution
  Energy Independence starts  

at your house. Only Nogginhaus  

has the know-how to help free  

you from the shackles of high oil bills,  

gas bills and electric bills. If you’d  

like to learn more about the exciting  

things Nogginhaus is doing to  

eliminate your utility bill, call today  

and schedule a home visit.  

You’ll be on your way to making your  

house a Nogginhaus.

39 N. Black Horse Pike • Runnemede, NJ 08078 • O: 856-939-6652 F: 856-939-4619
www.nogginhaus.com

We Can Help You Go Solar!

Even Scrooge 
thinks it’s a good 

investment!
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gladys knight 
December 31 • 9:30PM 
Show tickets can be purchased at www.ticketmaster.com, by calling 
1-800-745-3000 or at the Tropicana Box Office. Text “SHOWS” to 
609-705-TROP to receive the latest entertainment information!

Dine. SHOP. PaRTy. Play. STay. Celebrate!

1-800-THe TROP  | WWW.TROPicana.neT 

BRigHTOn anD THe BOaRDWalk, aTlanTic ciTy, nJ 08401 
Must be 21. Show schedules subject to change. Bet with your head, not over it.  

gambling Problem? call 1-800-gaMBleR.

extraordinary dining at Fin & il Verdi 
$95 Plus tax and gratuity

Delectable menus. Decadent desserts.  
and a champagne toast. Seating at 9pm. 

For reservations call 609-340-4000 ext. 4936

a paCkage that has it all 
When you book your new year’s eve Room & Party package,  
the celebration doesn’t have to end until well into new year’s Day. 
For $999, you get:

•  Two nights Stay Friday 12/30 & Saturday 12/31  
 (Double Occupancy)
•  admission for (2) to grand exhibition center  
 2012 nye Party on 12/31. Open bar
•  admission for (2) to new year’s Day Brunch on 1/1/2012
•  $20 eZ  Promo Slot Dollars
•  Bottle of champagne
•  Health club access for (2) 
To reserve your new year’s eve overnight package call 1-800-345-8767 
to reserve and refer to the “Tnye” promo code.  
(two night stay required)

Visit www.tropicana.net/nye 
FOR all THe PaRTy DeTailS!

Ring in 2012... 
with entertainment, Fine dining, 
parties at the quarter & more!call it the law OF unintenDeD musical 

consequences - and a byproduct of breakout success.
 singer and songwriter mary J. blige wasn’t thinking sequel in 
1994 when she fused hip hop with rhythm and blues to create her 
groundbreaking album, My Life. it was supposed to be a one-and-
done album, and that’s exactly what it was for nearly two decades and 
across eight more albums.
today, blige is singing a different tune. seventeen years after she 
released that deeply personal album and formed an indestructible 
bond with her fans, blige is riding a wave of critical acclaim for My 
Life II: The Journey Continues (Act 1).
The follow-up that was never supposed to be dropped on november 
21, and blige celebrated the album’s debut with a party at harrah’s 
resort over Thanksgiving weekend.
 “i never wanted to do another My Life album,” blige told me 
during a chat on the red carpet outside The pool after Dark, the 
scene of her album release party. 
 but last year, the 40-year-old artist took a step back and 
examined her life and the world surrounding it. There was war and 
recession, and blige perceived a need for a collection of songs that 
her fans could rally behind.
 it was not all that dissimilar to the state of affairs in 1994, she said.
 “(in) the first My Life album, there was a lot going on in our lives 
and it wasn’t all positive,” she explained. “so there has been a lot of 
growth and evolution since then. The beautiful thing about now is 
that we can look back at that album and look at how strong we are 
and how much we’ve conquered and come through, and that’s the 
reason for (My Life II) now.”
 most of the songs on the original album focused on blige’s early 
life, when she struggled with clinical depression, drug and alcohol 
abuse and an abusive relationship.
 The new album, though, speaks to the problems affecting many 
people, not just blige.
 returning to her hip hop/r & b roots, blige recorded the 
songs on My Life II with a veritable who’s who of modern music 
that included kanye west, Jay-z, timbaland and alicia keys. The 
underlying theme to the new album is about the “struggle to get to 
the next level,” she explained.
 “(it’s about) the breakthrough and then the trial, so now at a time 
like this, when there’s recession and war, people need that healing and 
that love and that understanding from a record,” she offered. “music 
used to make people feel great, and that’s why now, because it’s time.”
 The album, she added, “is mostly for my fans and i and anyone 
who wants to be involved.” 
 critics have already heaped praise on My Life II, and more 
than one has suggested the new album offered competition for the 
original as to which is the better product. 

 The four-time 
grammy award winner 
bristled at the thought the 
new album is competing 
with the old one. she made 
it clear that the first album 
was - and always will be - a 
very special project.
 “it was never meant 
to be a competition,” she 
said firmly. “it was only 
meant to be an extension 
of the first My Life album. 
because there is no 
competition for the first 
My Life album.”
 blige came from a broken home in new york. her father was a 
jazz musician who divorced blige’s mother and abandoned blige and 
her sister.
 at 17, she recorded an anita baker song in a mall recording 
booth. The song got played for an executive at uptown records and 
at 19 blige was signed as the label’s youngest and first female artist. 
 after three years of session work, blige recorded and released her 
debut album, what’s the 411? with 19-year-old sean “puffy” combs 
serving as executive producer. “you remind me” became the album’s 
first breakout single and went straight to the top of the r & b charts. 
 blige has periodically tested her acting chops in the past dozen 
years with character roles on both television and in motion pictures. 
she recently was part of an all-star ensemble cast of the film version 
of the broadway musical Rock of Ages, which also stars tom cruise, 
catherine zeta-Jones, alec baldwin, paul giamatti and russell brand.
 blige plays Justice charlier, the owner of a strip club known as 
The Venus club.
 “(my character) has to be a light in a dark place and make sure 
that… (the strippers) feel good and confident about their lives in 
such a dark place,” she said. 
 Rock of Ages is due to be released in June 2012.                              

Veteran Atlantic City journalist David Spatz is the host and co-producer 
of the Emmy Award-winning entertainment series curtain call with 
David spatz on wMGM-TV NBC40, Saturdays at 6 p.m. He is also a 
host and co-producer of the weekly entertainment program curtain call 
- The radio show, Sunday from 3-5 p.m. on News Talk 1400 wOND. 
David contributes daily entertainment reports and special programming 
assignments for Longport Media’s five radio stations. He is also a weekly 
columnist for The courier-post in Cherry Hill, N.J. and atlantic city 
weekly. Email David at curtaincalltv@comcast.net.

curtain cal l

Mary J. Blige: all Hail THe Queen of r&B

by DaviD Spatz


