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As the national media descended on Trenton to cover 
Chris Christie and his handling / bungling of what we now 
know as “Bridgegate”, I wasn’t as interested as I should have 
been in Christie’s comments that day during his marathon 
press conference that may ultimately derail his plans to run 
for President in 2016.  

I mean don’t get me wrong, I love political soap operas 
as much as the next guy, but “Bridgegate” is brand new, a 
drama barely seconds into its first act.  

There is plenty of time to speculate on what fired 
aide Bridget Anne Kelly may or may not say about 
what Christie knew or later learned about the George 
Washington Bridge fiasco or what David Wildstein 
would say other than:  I assert my rights under the Fifth 
Amendment of The United States Constitution if he is one 
day granted immunity.  

That story is certain to play out over the next several weeks 
and months and years as 2016 approaches.

But it’s another drama that Christie is at the center of 
that I have been watching much more closely, that may 

unfortunately be nearing its final act.  

Back on a sunny day in July 2010, Governor Christie came 
to Atlantic City amid much fanfare and led a raucous pep 
rally in front of the iconic Boardwalk Hall and pledged his 
support to the revitalization of Atlantic City through the 
creation of The Tourism District and assured the crowd 
and the city that talk of legalized state gambling elsewhere 
in New Jersey would be held in abeyance for a five year 
period so that Atlantic City would be given one final 
chance to get its act together.  

Since that time, 42 dismal months have passed and now for 
the first time, Christie, the eternal Atlantic City optimist 
has blinked.  

Just before the end of 2013 and a few days before 
“Bridegate”, Christie said this of Atlantic City:  

“It’s obviously a critical year because we need to begin 
to see progress in Atlantic City or we’re going to start 
considering alternatives, it’s a year when we have to show 
some significant results.”  

the big picture
BY JAMes J. LeOnARD JR., esQ

Publisher of The Boardwalk Journal

The very next day it was announced that the Atlantic Club 
would close its doors.

One of the alternatives that The Governor referenced in his 
comments is re-visiting the state law that restricts casino 
gambling to Atlantic City and consider expanding to other 
areas of the state, including the Meadowlands complex in 
North Jersey, a move that many believe would be fatal for 
Atlantic City. 
 
For his part, Senate President Steve Sweeney has also made 
a long-term commitment to Atlantic City and has thus far 
dismissed any talk of allowing casinos elsewhere in the 
state.  On its face, this is good news for Atlantic City, as 
Sweeney is considered by many to be the front runner to 
succeed Christie as Governor.  
But Sweeney is now embroiled in a battle with Steven 
Fulop, the 36 year old mayor of Jersey City, who woke 
up one day and decided that he too was going to run for 
Governor and then with the help of Bill Clinton raised 
almost $700,000.00 at a fundraiser where pictures with 
Clinton were going for $10,000.00 a pop.  

This tug of war between Sweeney and Fulop has dire 
implications for the future of Atlantic City, as Sweeney is 
deeply committed to the city and I don’t think Fulop could 
find us with a GPS, let alone care if we fell into the ocean.  

While it is unlikely that Atlantic City is going to make a 
full-fledged come back in 2014, there are a few balls in play 
that could stymie any further discussions about permitting 
casinos to open outside of Atlantic City for a bit longer.  

The fact that internet gambling could produce an 
additional $100 to $150 million this year is certainly a 
plus as is Trenton’s ability and willingness to work with 
newly elected Mayor Don Guardian, which in and of itself 
may buy Atlantic City some additional time to turn things 
around.  

In a perfect world, Christie and Sweeney would hold off 
those who want casinos at the Meadowlands for the next 
four years and Atlantic City shows real progress allowing 
Guardian a second term going into the 2017 gubernatorial 
primary where Steve Sweeney manhandles Fulop and 
Atlantic City is safe thru 2025, which is more than enough 
time for its much delayed renaissance to take form.    

But in the real world, Christie has “Bridgegate” and 
Sweeney has Fulop and Atlantic City continues to 
underperform.  

Stay tuned …

new Jersey senate President steve sweeney and Atlantic City Mayor Don Guardian 
holding their copies of the Boardwalk Journal in December 2013.

embattled nJ Governor Chris Christie
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The "Party nerdz" hosted sindustry night at The Pool After Dark, harrah's Atlantic City 

Photos: Tom Briglia/PhotoGraphics 
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HBO recently announced that its award-winning Atlantic City based political 
gangster drama Boardwalk Empire would end after the 5th season, which 
is set to air next fall in its usual timeslot.  Series creator Terence 
Winter, also known for his work on The Sopranos, is reportedly interested 
in spending more time writing screenplays for feature films, like he did 
on this years The Wolf of Wall Street starring Leonardo DiCaprio.  In all 
likelihood, the real life mob convention of 1929 will play a significant 
role in the final season as the fictional Nucky saga winds down, as Lucky 
Luciano, Meyer Lansky and Al Capone all converge on the Boardwalk for an 
epic summit, where the nationwide crime syndicate known as La Cosa Nostra 
was first established.  In real life, Nucky Johnson merely secured hotel 
rooms for the gangsters who came to town for the summit and made sure they 
ate and drank well, but was otherwise not involved in the meeting.  You 
can bet in the HBO version, Nucky Thompson will not only have a seat at 
the table, he will probably at the head of it …  

Something we recently heard, from numerous reliable sources, was so shocking 
even to us, that we are exercising extreme due diligence and reporting it 
as a “blind item” until we are able to confirm its veracity.  The rumor 
involves a relatively well-known local political figure who has reportedly 
expressed interest in switching parties, a move that would certainly 
have significant implications on 
both the county and state levels, 
in both parties.  This political 
figure, we are not saying if he or 
she is in office, has reportedly 
already had discussions about 
making a switch, and from what 
we have been told, is seriously 
considering making a move in the 
not too distant future.  While 
switching parties happens and 
has happened frequently with some 
in our region, this particular 
individual switching parties 
has the potential to be a real 
headline grabber.  Stay tuned on 
this one …  

Former Atlantic City mayor Michael 
Matthews recently passed away a 
few days shy of what would have 
been his 80th birthday.  Many 
remember the mayor for the wrong 
reasons and forget the fact that 
he dedicated much of his adult 
life to public service not only 
Atlantic City, but all throughout 
Atlantic County.  Our condolences 
to his family and friends …
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holiday Party
The Boardwalk Journal held its 
annual Holiday Party at Steve & 
Cookies in Margate

All photos by Shernita Demby

Boardwalk Journal CeO James J. Leonard Jr., esq. and 
Leonard Law Group chief of staff shernita Demby

2014 Real housewives of south Jersey Jen Finnerty 
and valerie Berardis with 2015 candidate Gina Carleo 

Ashley Priest and Jaimie hannigan from Lisa 
Johnson Communications

Leonard Law Group's Ken Warren, esq. with 
stephanie hostetler 

super photographer tom Briglia with wife 
Kristin

Cindy Pitts and her daughter, Lindsey Pitts, 
from Demario Design in Pleasantville

Ken Warren, esq., Joseph Levin, esq., 
Melissa Rosenblum-Pisetzner, esq. and

 James J. Leonard Jr. esq.

Michael Gibson, esq. from Cooper 
Levenson, Atlantic City Country Club GM 

Charles Fahy and Assemblyman 
John F. Amodeo

Pamela Playo, esq. with Brittney Blakeney, 
esq. from Cooper Levenson

Anthony & Kimberly Previti (with their 
future son) and Lisa Johnson 

Dean & Barbara Randazzo with Phyllis Lacca 
and Freeholder Colin Bell
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Make your New Year's resolution about love, 
laughter, nutrition, exercise

By: Bernie Parent for philly.com 
New year, new life. Make 2014 your best year yet. If you want to live a quality, 
productive life, try implementing these four things into your daily routine.

Love people in general. I don’t necessarily mean finding a partner or romance. 
But it’s important to take the time to get to know as many people as you can, 
reach out, and love them. Take a different approach than what you’re used to 
when you typically meet people. Be kind, engaging, share compliments, care. 
Be the one to brighten someone’s day, make someone else smile. You will make 
others feel good about themselves, and you’ll be surprised how good you will 
feel in return.

Laughter is important to your mental and physical well-being. If I need a 
good laugh, I’ll manufacture stories about people I know taking a trip to the 
moon. You may think it’s silly, but if I need a pick me up, I will FIND a way to 
get a chuckle out of myself. Surround yourself with people who love to laugh 
with you (not at you). I am most comfortable with people who can laugh at 
themselves and laugh with others in a kind and loving way. There are times to 
be serious, no doubt. But some can’t find the funny in anything. Remember that 
laughter is a clear sign of the enjoyment of life and your surroundings. We are 
attracted to those people; the laughing, fun-loving people. And if we mirror that, 
others are attracted to us. You, as an individual, have the ability to walk into a 
room full of people, captivate them, and leave them happy and having fun.

You know that really deep belly laugh; the one that comes with tears in your eyes 
and a bellyache? That laugh alone leaves you in euphoria. There is a chemical 
that is released in your body that produces that feeling. You won’t feel sad after 
that laugh. Minutes, hours, even days could pass by, and you still feel good. 
There have been times that laughter has made me forget about my cold, my 
headache, my bad mood, and more. It is no coincidence that laughter cures 
diseases. It truly is the best medicine. 

Pay attention to the love and laughter you are cultivating and the people you will 
attract with it. It is definitely contagious. All of the pieces have to work together. 
Even if someone throws a stab at you, if you live out of love and you love that 
person, then you won’t be seeing that joke as an insult. Keep the negativity out.

Nutrition often comes to light during the beginning of a new year. People make 
their resolutions to lose weight and reach a personal goal. Eventually, old habits 
resurface. As far as nutrition is concerned, ask yourself, “Is this good for me? Is 
it good for my body?” Take a good look at the food in front of you and make the 
decision to stay on track. Clearly, your nutrition is a factor in your health. Bad 
nutrition can lead to a multitude of diseases. And diseases don’t typically surface 
over night. Repetition in terms of bad nutrition will build up to disease over 
time. The lifestyle that you lead for years and years will eventually catch up with 
your body. There is no better time than now to change it.

I met a great doctor, Dr. Fuhrman, who preaches eating organic foods, fruits, 
vegetables, etc. I apply these ideals to my daily life and throw these foods into 
a Vitamix to feed my body the proper nutrients. There are thousands of cases 
where people have adopted these ideals and reversed diabetes, heart disease, 
cancer, etc.

Of course, you want to look good and proper nutrition will be the jumpstart you 
need.

Exercise is the last step to bring all of these ideals together into one central, 
balanced lifestyle. Exercise complements the other three steps, and the puzzle 
would be incomplete without it. It is the icing on the cake. You don’t need to 
push yourself to the point of exhaustion. You will find the exercise regiment that 
is right for you, whether it be walking, biking, weight lifting, swimming, etc.

A body in motion tends to stay in motion. A sedentary body will stay sedentary. 
You have to do something, anything, to achieve your goals. And do it at your 
own pace. You will look better, and ultimately feel better.

Keep a list of goals and track your progress. You will be amazed what you can 
accomplish in a short amount of time, but you can’t accomplish your goals 
without action.

Go for it! It’s a beautiful thing!

Eagles' loss hurts, but pales in comparison
By: Vince Papale for philly.com 

I’ve been “bleeding green” since the first time I saw an Eagles game on TV in 
the 50s on a black & white TV with rabbit ears as an antenna. My mom worked 
her Sunday spaghetti dinner around the game so we wouldn’t throw meatballs 
at the TV. I got my first season tickets at Franklin Field when I was a junior at St. 
Joes and sat through some of the worst performances in team history under the 
watches of Joe “Must Go” Kuharich and Jerry Williams. I had those tickets for 
10 years, into the Vet, until I made the team, and didn’t need them anymore.

I was so hooked as a fan that if they lost I couldn’t pick up the Evening Bulletin 
for a week. And, I felt the same way this past Sunday after that agonizing loss to 
the Saints. It’s twice now that those “Who Dats” have broken my heart in the 
playoffs, and now they’re calling the latest loss an upset!

Upset? More like “upsetting,” for crying out loud.

I still haven’t read a newspaper, blog or watched or listened to an NFL/
Eagle expert -- insider or outsider. The only thing that seeped thru the cracks 
was D-Jax’s untimely remarks about his contract. Even if you were asked the 
question, there’s no excuse, No. 10. You just lost a playoff game.

For over 48 hours, “just one play” was resonating in my brain. One damn play 
on offense, defense or special teams. This dream-like season turned into a sour 
pumpkin around midnight last Saturday at the Linc. I guarantee you that the 
character guys in the Eagles locker room were saying same thing to themselves, 
“just one more play…” And I say “character” out of pure and deep respect for 
them and the coaching staff. They gave their all and came up short. There is no 
shame in that at all!

None whatsoever!

Go back to the beginning of the season and a .500 record was to be considered a 
success -- if not a pipe dream. Heck, coach Vermeil was 2-12 his first year and it 
took him three years to get to the playoffs.

I was still feeing pretty funky Monday morning until I met a young man named 
Bobby Donnelly up in West Orange, N.J.  A proud member of the Navy’ Special 
Forces Underwater Demolition Team, he was doing a “routine” training jump 
from over 30,000 feet. They call it a HALO jump -- an acronym for High 
Altitude-Low Opening. As Bobby landed he fractured his ankle and two years 
later, he was faced with the decision of his young lifetime: foot or no foot?

His cousin, a Navy Seal, told Bobby to “cut the darn thing off,“ and he did. His 
foot was amputated just above the ankle. But feeling sorry for himself is not part 
of Bobby’s DNA -- not this tough guy. Now, he plays on the Wounded Warrior 
Amputee Flag Football Team and will be playing some of my NFL Alumni 
buddies and 911 First Responders in a flag football game on Jan. 29th. I will get 
you details later so check my Instagram Super Bowl week so follow me at: @
vincepapale83.

The next night I went to a screening with my family to see our friend, Mark 
Wahlberg, star in Lone Survivor. I felt a connection thru Mark with Marcus 
Luttrell, a Navy Seal hero and the real lone survivor. Mark told me it was the 
toughest role physically and emotionally he ever filmed. I’ll gladly take a back 

seat to that. He told the Seal family that he’d play the role with passion and 
integrity and make them proud. That’s the same thing he told me when we first 
met in 2005.

The movie very intense and left my family, the audience (including several 
combat veterans) and me emotionally exhausted. It will definitely leave you 
shaking your head, thinking, “How did they get put in that situation?”

Many groans were heard and many tears were shed throughout the movie. 
I’ve have never been so impacted by a movie in my life and highly recommend 
reading the book and seeing the film.

Guys like Bobby, Marcus & his teammates really know how to play their game -- 
one of life or death. When they lose it’s by more than just a score -- it’s a by limb 
or, even a life. They make willing sacrifices to keep our fading dream alive. There 
are no regrets … no crying in their beers … no whining about the contract they 
were not forced to sign. They accept their roles and carry them out with dignity 
and honor.

They just go out and perform -- as a proud and unified unit.  

All of the sudden the loss to the Saints didn’t seem so bad. Yeah, most of us were 
sick to our stomachs over a loss that was oh-so-close. Looking at it in realistic 
terms, though, it’s still only a game ... a sport.  For most of us, and to the Eagles, 
there is always next year. For those who wear the uniform adorned with U.S.A., 
that isn’t always the case.

The blood they spill isn’t the metaphorical “green” that we bleed … it’s the real 
RED deal. So, please thank every person you see in uniform … they are the 
keepers of our dreams. And, thank you, Eagles, too, for all of the thrills you gave 
us this year and for keeping the dream alive.

Imagine the possibility of having your dream come true. I did! 

Have an Invincible 2014!

POWERED 
BY:

Bernie Parent

Mark Wahlberg
in

Lone Survivor
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History on the Boardwalk
By: Chelsey Fairfield 

Erected during the Prohibition Era, the Ritz Hotel became one of 
the most lavish hotels around. With luxurious amenities and over 
130 feet of boardwalk frontage, the hotel gained popularity with 
tourists as well as well-known figures in the Atlantic City area. 
Hidden among casino fronts and endless boardwalk The Ritz 
Condominiums (formally The Ritz-Carlton Hotel) has managed 
to survive the rise and fall of Atlantic City as well as the city’s 
establishment as a gambling mecca.

The Ritz Hotel opened in June of 1921 and was constructed by 
New York architects Warren & Wetmore and The Thompson-
Starrett Company.  The hotel’s décor was devoted to European 
Classicism as well as the gilded age with flat windows, arched 
roofs, and intricate sculptured ceilings.  With an $8 million price 
tag the hotel had about 600 rooms as well as many amenities such 
as 3 restaurants, salon, an outdoor terrace, a direct hallway to the 
beach, and private elevators. Each hotel room was also equipped 
with hot and cold fresh and salt water faucets. Also in the hotel 
was The Maude Earl Room, a writing room named after the 
designer who gave the room an illustration of vivid colored vases, 
birds, and pagodas which stemmed from origins of the Rang Hsi 
period of ancient Chinese culture.

During the Roaring 20’s, Atlantic City’s political boss and 
racketeer Enoch “Nucky” Johnson made the Ritz Hotel his 

headquarters for business and pleasure. Johnson took over 
the ninth floor in its entirety where he held lavish parties and 
meetings with figures in the organized crime underworld. It is 
said that among the ninth floor, Johnson had one closet filled 
with cash and another filled with bootlegged liquor. Johnson 
reportedly brought in many crime leaders like Al Capone and 
Lucky Luciano as well as others. It is said that they spent leisurely 
time in the basement of the hotel which held the merry-go-round 
shaped Carousel Bar as well as casino tables. With Atlantic City 
being a “wide-open” city during the Prohibition Era, gang leaders 
from around the country decided to house the First National 
Organized Crime Convention at the Ritz Hotel in May of 1929.  
This gave them the opportunity to meet and discuss major issues 
without worrying about the authorities intervening. Rumor 
has it that during this time Nucky Johnson allegedly ensconced 
crime leader Al Capone shortly before his imprisonment in 
Philadelphia’s Eastern State Penitentiary.

The 1930’s brought the end of prohibition and happier times 
in Atlantic City until the start-up of WWII. In 1933, 30 women 
came to the seaside town to compete in the Miss America 
Pageant where they were housed at the Ritz. The contestants were 
put up in 20 suites on the 17th floor which was nicknamed “The
Beauty Headquarters.” On the day of the pageant, the girls made 
their way through the lobby and out of the front doors donning

their pageant swimsuits to take their official photo on the hotel 
lawn.

In the late 1930’s the Great Depression and decline in tourism 
took a toll on Atlantic City’s carefree façade. This in turn made 
many local businesses go under and almost the Ritz. In 1937 the 
owners of the hotel defaulted on their mortgage forcing them to 
claim bankruptcy.

During the start of World War II, the Ritz saw a three year hitch 
from Uncle Sam.  Hundreds of thousands of soldiers moved 
into the city to train under Camp Boardwalk. During this time 
soldiers were housed at the Ritz as well as the sick and injured 
during training camp. In 1945, the Army Air Force Redistribution 
Station restored private ownership to the hotel where it was 
bought out by new owners. After the War’s end, the Ritz Hotel 
was acquired by the Schine Brothers who operated high end 
properties such as the Boca Raton Club in Boca Raton, Florida 
and the Roney Plaza Hotel in Miami.

The 1950’s and 60’s brought low budget motels to Atlantic City 
as well as expanded air travel nationwide once again hurting 
the Ritz. Over the next ten years the Ritz saw many new owners 
and revamps to the hotel. An indoor pool was added and was 
described as a “glass enclosed tropical climate.”

In 1968 the NAACP brought the first Miss Black America 
Pageant to Atlantic City as a positive protest to the “white 
stereotype” of the Miss America Pageant. Both pageants were 
held around the same time with the Ritz Hotel hosting the Miss 
Black America Pageant.  The pageant brought many protestors 
to the city protesting the degrading image of women. As the 
pageants went on, protestors staged demonstrations around the 
city with one being right in front of the Ritz Hotel.

The 1970’s brought the legalization of gambling to Atlantic City 
which would change its image forever. Over the next several years 
many of the lavish hotels facing the ocean were torn down to 
make room for new casinos. The Ritz Hotel survived the changes 
but plans were made to turn the hotel into a casino, these plans 
were eventually abandoned. Only three other hotels remained 
but were all eventually turned into casinos. Haddon Hall is now 
a part of Resorts, The Claridge is now its own casino, and The 
Dennis is now a part of Bally’s Casino.

The hotel was slowly going under due to the popularity of the 
new casinos when in 1980 the Ritz-Carlton Hotel acquired the 
Ritz-Carlton Apartment Hotel with year round residents. With 
this new change came new renovations. The property was closed 
and the residents were forced to leave during the conversion 
process with first pick at selecting the new condos. The name was 
changed once more in 1982 to The Ritz Condominiums which 
remains today. “The reinvention to the condominium association 
I think helped the Ritz in terms of providing a model that will 
make them last” said Heather Perez, archivist at The Atlantic City 
Free Public Library.

Even though The Ritz was completely converted, it still has 
a roaring 1920’s glamour. The lobby and second floor of the 
building still have original aspects like the tile flooring and 

staircase. As you walk up the red carpeted grand staircase which is 
bordered by original railing you are taken up to a spacious second 
floor with holds the pool, gym, library, and ballroom. Here, the 
original ceiling is intact with its intricate detailing as well as 2 
original chandeliers.  The ballroom has remained untouched. 
It still holds the same marble flooring, fireplace, and corner 
bar. Behind the ballroom are two story condo units facing the 
boardwalk. Before the conversion, the second floor of those units 
used to be a restaurant with outside seating. The hallway where 
the salon used to be now leads you to the gym and pool which 
was completely updated in 2008. Original wood paneling lines 
the hallway as well as sconces that are still intact. The building 
now has over 300 units and 6 suites. With many updates over the 
years, the Ritz Condos still use one original piece on a daily basis. 
Right passed the elevators hang the brass letter box. Still shiny for 
its age, the letter box has its 1920’s appeal and is used by residents 
today.

HBO’s hit show Boardwalk Empire has brought a lot of interest 
to Atlantic City. “Not specifically about the Ritz, but people do 
come to the library asking about Atlantic City in the 1920’s” said 
Perez. 

Today the hallway in the Ritz leading to the beach is lined with 
old time photos. The hallway where Nucky Johnson frequently 
strolled is open to the public during afternoon hours.

 The Ritz Condominiums is currently working to be 
on state and national registers as a historical landmark.  “We’re 
still trying, it’s a process” said Jamie Greco, assistant manager 
of the Ritz Condominiums, “it’s a residential building and once 
you make it a historic landmark, you have to get everything 
approved.”

 Over the years The Ritz saw many famous guests such as 
Bing Crosby, Milton Berle, singers Sophie Tucker and Lawrence 
Tibbit, as well as Presidents Calvin Coolidge, Warren G. Harding, 
and Herbert Hoover. Today, boardwalk strollers can see a plaque 
mounted near the boardwalk entrance of the Ritz Condos telling 
a brief history of the former hotel as well as famous guests that 
stayed there. The building is now a major stop on the Atlantic 
City Trolley Tours which shows tourists the historic side of the 
city.

 The Ritz Condominiums is unlike many condo 
associations around. While many other buildings have gone 
modern The Ritz still has that 1920’s feel when you walk in the 
door, which has worked to their advantage. “I’ve been here for 
10 years and I love it” said Greco, “and a lot of our residents love 
living here because of the historical side of it.”

Chelsey Fairfield is a resident of Egg Harbor Township and is a 
Journalism Major at Atlantic Cape Community College.
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Atlantic City Mayor Don Guardian is off to a really good start. The expectations are very 
high for him for many reasons: The present near dire situation regarding the Atlantic 
City gaming jurisdiction; coupled with Guardian's own soaring campaign rhetoric about 
being a Mayor for all of the people.
 
Guardian was officially on the job for less than 2 days when some of the coldest and 
potentially deadliest weather of our lifetime struck hard.
 
Guardian was very proactive. He appeared 4 times on "Hurley in the Morning," WPG 
Talk Radio 1450 during his first two days. His updates were highly professional, focused 
and helpful for the public.
 
Guardian rode the streets regularly with Public Works Director Paul Jerkins and was very 
hands on throughout the Code Blue emergent conditions.
 
On his first day, Don stood "Guard" in the lobby of City Hall, greeting employees one-
by-one. He has promised to meet each 
and every employee who wants to meet 
him over the next few months.
 
To be totally honest, Guardian 
couldn't be off to a better start. He has 
acclimated himself well and in a very 
short time frame. Guardian has shown 
former Mayor Langford respect and he 
has embraced his new position with a 
positive, infectious enthusiasm. He has 
a real chance to succeed in the difficult 
tasks that lay ahead.
 
On the United States Congressional front, United States Representative Frank 
LoBiondo, R-2 is keeping a furious pace, in officially launching his campaign for re-
election to an 11th term, directly alongside the most popular Governor in America, New 
Jersey Governor Chris Christie.
 
LoBiondo was one of the absolute earliest and most ardent supporters of Governor 
Christie. Christie made the unconditional public pronouncement that "I'm all in for this 
one."
 
This means that Christie will also be raising sizable campaign dollars for LoBiondo, 
where he will be doing special events here in New Jersey and (no doubt) in Washington, 
D.C.
 
Christie brings an amount of star power that you can rarely find in electoral politics, 
today.
 
Here are some important keys to look for. Watch and see how New Jersey Senate 
President Steve Sweeney comports himself in the LoBiondo versus Bill Hughes, Jr. race.
 
Look at how Van Drew conducts himself. Van Drew is always a perfect gentleman, 
however, Hughes, Jr. "jumped" Van Drew during the heart of Van Drew's re-election bid 
for his 1st District State Senate race against Susan Adelizzi-Schmidt. Van Drew may be 
the ultimate gentleman’s gentleman in this dirty business of electoral politics, however, 
looks for Van Drew to do very little on behalf of Hughes, Jr. He may not even endorse 
him. And, if he does, it'll be the briefest event in recent memory, with little enthusiasm 
behind it.

 
Had Hughes, Jr. waited to make his campaign announcement until after the 2012 
General Election, this could have been very different.
 
Also, in fairness to the truth, Hughes, Jr. announcing early had no bearing on Van Drew 
not running. 
 
I predict Van Drew will run for the 2nd Congressional seat some day in the future. Just 
not now.   
 
There, I said it! In a Boardwalk Journal Exclusive, that I have not even shared on-air on 
my own daily radio program - New Jersey Senator Jeff Van Drew will not run this year for 
the 2nd District Congressional seat.
 
This clears the field for Hughes' Jr. to win the Democratic Nomination.
 

However, the prize waiting for Hughes, 
Jr. is LoBiondo, who (despite being 
a Member of Congress for 20 years) 
is embracing this challenge with the 
enthusiasm of a first-time candidate. 
 
Look for LoBiondo to receive substantial 
union support and other endorsements 
from folks who usually line-up 
monolithically behind the Democratic 
candidate in most elections.    
 

Another big move in New Jersey politics, as Governor Christie has selected his two-time 
victorious Campaign Manager, Bill Stepien to be the next Chairman for the New Jersey 
GOP.
 
Governor Christie is the Chairman of the National Governor's Association and is almost 
certain candidate for President of the United States in 2016. 
 
Asked to describe his appointment of Stepien, Christie said, "I've asked Bill Stepien to be 
our new State Party Chairman because no one better understands how to grow our party, 
communicate our message and, most importantly, win elections," said Christie. 
 
Christie also went all in (like LoBiondo) for Stepien when he publicly stated that, 
Stepien, " is the best Republican operative in the country, and New Jersey Republicans 
will be fortunate to have him leading our Party," said Christie.  
 
Stepien has quite the political pedigree, having worked for United States Senator John 
McCain's presidential campaign and served as a national representative for former New 
York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani. 
 
Just like a President picks the National Party Chairman, a Governor selects the state 
party chairman. Christie's selection of Stepien speaks volumes.
 
This is literally the most important election of our lifetime. Both here at home and on 
the national scene. It promises to be a very 
exciting election year. We'll be your home 
for the best information about Decision 
2014.  

poli t icsby harry hurley, Political editor of the Boardwalk Journal

Harry Hurley
The Voice of  
South Jersey

Weekdays 6am to 10am

Harry Hurley is Political Editor 
of The Boardwalk Journal. Hurley 
is the president of Harry Hurley 
Consulting and Communications, 
LLC. He hosts the daily talk 
radio program “Hurley in the 
Morning” 6-10 a.m. weekdays 
on Townsquare Media, WPG 
Talk Radio 1450, where he also 

serves as the senior programming 
consultant. He has hosted various 
programs for local television and 
is the editor and publisher of 
his news and information 
w e b s i t e , w w w. h a r r y h u r l e y.
com. Send comments to 
H a r r y H u r l e y @ a o l . c o m .

Decision 2014 Begins:
The Most Important Election of our Lifetime!

2310 Arctic Ave.
Atlantic City, NJ 08401

609-344-2732

Angeloni’s II
restaurant and lounge

Angeloni’s II offers the finest Italian-American 
cuisine in the Atlantic City area. The family-owned 
and operated businesses have been preparing the 
finest Italian-American entrees in the greater New 
Jersey area for over 40 years. We invite you to enjoy 
the fine dining experience of Angeloni’s II where 
every detail in your complete satisfaction is our goal.

2400 Arctic Avenue Atlantic City, NJ 08401 • (609) 344-7875 • Angelonis2@comcast.net
We are located on the corner of Arctic & Georgia Avenues

Best food in AC: “Every time I return to my hometown in 
Trenton, NJ, I visit Angeloni’s in Atlantic City…the best veal 
dishes in town...recently sent my friends from Las Vegas 
(Louie Prima Jr. and his band) to Angeloni’s and they loved 
it...and you will too.”

Henry Poreda, Saloonkeeper, Sonny’s Saloon  
and Casino Las Vegas, Nevada

Open Monday - Friday for Lunch, Seven Days for Dinner
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REVEL CASINO HOTEL CELEBRATES 
PREMIER LOUNGE GRAND OPENING 

Revel has kicked off 2014 by taking gaming to the next level with the opening of a brand new players’ lounge, the 
Premier Lounge. The opening coincides with the launch of a new players’ card and serves as a benefit of the new 
card for those looking to experience a new level of luxury at the seaside gaming resort.  The Premier Lounge was 

created with guests’ needs in mind. 

Carriers We Represent:

2000 Shore Rd., Ste. 206
Linwood, NJ 08221

Phone: (609) 653-6600
Fax: (609) 653-6929

www.ferryins.com

4400 North Corp Pkwy 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL  33410

Phone: (561) 630-7676
Fax: (609) 653-6929
www.weinsurefl.com

ChRiS FeRRy iNSuRaNCe aGeNCy has been 
servicing South Jersey since 1949. as an independent agent, 
we have the ability to quote your insurance needs with many 
insurance companies to get you the best coverage at the most 
competitive price. 

at Chris Ferry insurance, we offer both Personal and Commercial 
insurance: auto, homeowners, Flood, Life, health, Restaurants 
and Contractors. Call us today for a free quote.

Customer Service is our #1 Priority.

SENATOR CORY BOOKER TOURS 
HISTORIC CONGRESS HALL IN CAPE MAY 

Assemblyman Robert Andrzejczak; state senator Jeff van Drew; Cape May Mayor ed Mahaney; senator Cory 
Booker; Cape May Point Mayor Anita van heeswyk; Curtis Bashaw; West Cape May Mayor Pam Kaithern and West 

Cape May Commissioner Carol sabo.  
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Lloyd D. Levenson is Chief Executive
Officer of the Atlantic City-based law firm 
Cooper Levenson and Chairman of the firm’s
Casino Law Departments in Atlantic City and 
Las Vegas.  Mr. Levenson may be reached at
(609)344-3161 or by email at
ldlevenson@cooperlevenson.com.

sprout from the six corners, they
rapidly become incredibly complex and
indeed unique.

The majority of flakes are actually not
symmetrical, although that is how we
usually picture them in illustrations;
most photographs of flakes magnified
under a microscope are chosen to be
beautiful and symmetrical, but that
happens to be the exception.

Scientists have also debunked the
popular impression that it can be
“too cold to snow.”  Although the
flakes grow fastest at about five
degrees Fahrenheit, they can form at
much colder temperatures, provided
only that there is sufficient moisture
in the atmosphere.  Snow swirls from
the sky in Antarctica even at minus
forty degrees.

Although weathermen like to talk
about an accumulation of “the white
stuff,” snowflakes are not white at all.
Examined closely under a lens, each
flake is clear.  However, once you get a
collection of them, they reflect the
incident light and scatter all of the
colors of the spectrum almost equally
well, producing a white appearance.
Because red light is actually absorbed a
little bit better than blue, large
accumulations may appear blue rather
than white.

There are also red and gray snows,

caused by dust storms or industrial
pollution, and even a distinctive
pink snow, colored that way by
certain algae.

The largest snowflake (composed of
an enormous quantity of snow
crystals) supposedly fell in the 1880s
in Fort Keogh, Montana.  It was fifteen
inches wide and eight inches thick
and would have filled a snow shovel
all by itself.

A normal flake is typically less than
half an inch across and extraordinarily
thin.  In fact, one cubic foot of snow is
estimated to contain about one billion
snow crystals.

Snowflakes fall at an average speed
of 3.1 miles per hour, which is about
as fast as traffic can move in a shore
community that just got socked by a
winter storm.

In fact, now that I think about driving
in snow, snow down my neck, and the
thrill of scraping my windshield, I have
decided that summer cannot possibly
come fast enough.

There is nothing
easier than to love
the Jersey Shore in
summer, with the
hot sun, a cooling
ocean breeze, and

crashing waves on a pristine beach
combining to make a scene right out of
paradise.  But the true connoisseur
(such as I fancy myself to be) also
relishes the sight of swirling snow
coming down over the sea and the sand,
leaving everything white and
immaculate and shining.

At the heart of the wintery beauty is
the incredible snowflake.  Before you
accuse me of being a flake, let me
shower you with a blizzard of
information about these little gems.
Snowflakes are not mere frozen
raindrops (which actually constitute
sleet) but crystals in a hexagonal lattice
form generated from water vapor.  Their
shape and size are a factor of both
temperature and humidity, with higher
humidity generally producing more
complex and beautiful flakes.
Scientists recently decided, contrary to
the old cliché, there may indeed be two
(or more) snowflakes which actually do
look alike.  Very tiny flakes tend to be
simple hexagonal prisms and under a
microscope may look very identical.  As
flakes get larger, however, and branches

Lloyd D. Levenson’s – “Life at the Shore”

Aiko Gunnarson, Holiday Card Winner at Atlantic City BOE meeting Durron Elmore, Holiday Card Winner at Hamilton Twp. BOE meeting

Lesly Cruz, Holiday Card Winner with Wil Donio, Esq. and eighth grade classLauren Romano, Holiday Card Winner at Evesham Twp. BOE meeting

Logan Williamson, Holiday Card Winner with Christopher Barrett Esq. and teacher Carly Broomhead
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MUSICAL MAYORS IN A.C.
Since 1982, six different men have been elected to serve as 
mayor of Atlantic City, and two others have served in that 
capacity on an interim basis.  

While each of these men has their official stately portraits 
prominently displayed in the conference room of the 
mayoral suite located on the seventh floor of City Hall, there 
are many others who have figured prominently in both the 
rise and fall of each man.  

Michael Matthews, the swashbuckling pompadoured 
politician who was elected mayor in 1982, would be recalled 
two years later in 1984, just two weeks before he was 
indicted for allegedly selling his office to city mob leaders 
Nicodemo “Little Nicky” Scarfo and his nephew Philip 
“Crazy Phil” Leonetti.  

When Matthews was ultimately convicted and sentenced to 
15 years in federal prison, he was quoted as saying, “Greed 
got the best of me.”

Leonetti, in an interview for his 2012 book Mafia Prince, 
in essence vindicated Matthews by saying, “He didn’t have 
a choice, if he didn’t do what we told him to do, we would 
have killed him and he knew that.”

Matthews died earlier this month a few days shy of his 80th 
birthday.  

After Matthews, voters elected James Leroy Usry, the city’s 
first African American mayor in 1984.  

Five years later in 1989, Usry was indicted amidst a 
sweeping federal corruption probe alleging conspiracy, 
official misconduct and bribery.

He would eventually plead guilty to a campaign finance law 
violation and would be sentenced to community service.

Usry died in 2002 at the age of 80.  

Usry’s successor was Jim Whelan, a popular Atlantic City 
school teacher and swim coach who would serve three 
terms as mayor from 1990 to 2001, before losing to Lorenzo 
T. Langford, a former casino pit boss.  

Whelan would go on to the State Assembly in 2005, before 
winning a Senate seat in 2007.  

Langford’s first term would prove to be somewhat 
tumultuous after a falling out with one time ally Craig 
Callaway, the former city council president who became 
the dominant force in Atlantic City politics following 
Langford’s defeat to former Atlantic City Beach Patrol Chief 
Bob Levy in 2005.  

Levy’s defeat of Langford was orchestrated by Callaway and 
before long it was clear that Levy was the mayor in title, but 
that the outspoken Callaway was by and large running the 
city.  

  

Local talk radio host Harry Hurley, a Langford supporter, 
was very quick and very aggressive in his campaign against 
the Callaway / Levy regime, often referring to City Hall as 
“the Bada-Bing” in his criticism, making fun of the daily 
shenanigans that  were ultimately tearing the city apart.  

Hurley’s brother Don, a former Atlantic City police officer, 
would lead a recall effort against Levy, who famously 
disappeared in September of 2007 and was dubbed “The 
Missing Mayor” by the national press, and would later turn 
up at a North Jersey behavioral clinic that specializes in 
psychiatric and addiction treatment, resigned in disgrace 
after admitting in Federal Court that he embellished his 
military record to obtain benefits.  

Callaway would be sentenced to 40 months in federal prison 
in August of 2006 after admitting in federal court that he 
took $36,000.00 in bribes.  

Two years later he would admit to his role in a blackmail 
scheme against a fellow councilman involving a 
videotaped encounter with a prostitute that made Hurley’s 
proclamation of City Hall as “the Bada-Bing” prophetic.

Harry Hurley remains southern New Jersey’s premier 
political commentator via his morning talk show Hurley in 
the Morning and as the Political Editor of The Boardwalk 
Journal.  Political news website PolitickerNJ.com has named 
him to their annual Power List for the last seven consecutive 
years.  

Don Hurley remains active and 
visible in local politics, but now 
spends a majority of his time as 
the Producer and Director of The 
Steel Pier Radio Show with Hall 
of Fame broadcasting legend Ed 
Hurst.  

Following Levy’s disappearance / 
resignation / conviction, William 
“Speedy” Marsh, the resident of 
city council was appointed mayor 
after some legal wrangling over the 
proper succession following the 
vacancy created by levy.  

Marsh’s attorneys were Damon 
Tyner, a prominent city attorney 
heavily involved in Democratic 
politics and James Leonard Jr., the 
attorney hired by the Hurley group 
to help recall Levy.  

Marsh remains city council 
president, Tyner is now an 
Administrative Law Judge and 
Leonard would go on to create 
The Boardwalk Journal, which 

dedicates a great amount of its editorial space each month to 
the ebb and flow of both state and local politics.  

Following Marsh’s brief tenure, Scott Evans, a Battalion 
Chief with the Atlantic City Fire Department, was 
nominated by City Council to serve as mayor until a special 
election was held that resulted in city voters re-electing 
Lorenzo Langford in 2008 and then again to a four year 
term in 2009.  

Langford’s second term as a mayor would also feature a 
prominent antagonist in the same vein as Callaway, but this 
time Langford found himself doing battle with the larger 
than life Governor of New Jersey, Chris Christie.  

After their sparring session in the days following Super 
Storm Sandy, both would be lampooned on a sketch on 
Saturday Night Live.  

Langford would enter the 2013 general election extremely 
over confident and ran a bare bones campaign that would 
cost him the race against Don Guardian.  

Langford, 58, remains the most viable Democratic 
candidate in Atlantic City.  

Guardian benefitted significantly from the work of 
former interim mayor Evans, who worked tirelessly on his 
campaign.  
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Jay Z famous rapped about 99 Problems, newly elected Republican mayor Don Guardian may soon have 
9 Problems of his own if he can’t find a way to work with the nine Democrats on City Council.  C
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2nd Ward Councilman 
Marty small

4th Ward Councilman 
William “speedy” Marsh

Atlantic City 'S
CouncilMEN

1st Ward Councilman 
Aaron “sporty” Randolph

A longtime friend and staunch supporter of former Mayor 
Langford, “Sporty” is considered affable and easy to work 
with.  

Randolph should have no problem retaining his seat in 
2015.  

2nd Ward Councilman 
Marty small

Extremely ambitious and has made it clear that he is 
running for Mayor in 2017.  Sees himself as Langford’s heir 
apparent.  

Small should have no problem retaining his seat in 2015, 
but becoming Mayor two years later is at present a longshot 
at best.  

3rd Ward Councilman 
steve Moore

Put himself on an island by supporting Small’s failed bid to 
become Council President at 2014 re-organization meeting.  
Will certainly be targeted and will have difficulty retaining 
his seat in 2015.  

4th Ward Councilman 
William “speedy” Marsh

The longtime City Council President and former interim 
mayor will likely become Guardian’s greatest ally on City 
Council.  

Marsh should have no problem retaining his seat in 2015 
and the council presidency for the foreseeable future.  

5th Ward Councilman 
Rizwan Malik

After being cited for obstructing the administration of law 
and tampering with evidence following a bizarre incident
involving of all things, a police shirt, Malik’s political future 
may be uncertain.  

Will certainly be targeted and will have difficulty retaining 
his seat in 2015.  

6th Ward Councilman 
tim Mancuso

The longest serving member on City Council, who has 
become adept at maintain a low profile in recent years.  

Is being targeted by Republican Jesse O. Kurtz in 2015 and 
will have difficulty retaining his seat in 2015.  

Councilman at Large 
George tibbitt

Of the three at large councilmen, Tibbitt knows the city’s 
political landscape best.  

Will certainly be targeted, but should retain his seat in 2017.

Councilman at Large 
Frank Gilliam

Very ambitious and like Marty Small, has indicated his 
interest in one day running for Mayor.  

Will certainly be targeted, but should retain his council seat 
in 2017, unless he runs for Mayor, which again, like Small, is 
at present a long shot at best.

Councilman at Large 
Mo Delgado

Of the three at large councilmen, Delgado is the least 
distinguished to date.  

Will certainly be targeted, and depending on who he is 
running with, may have difficulty retaining his seat in 2017.  
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Outgoing Mayor Lorenzo Langford penned a defiant and controversial letter to his supporters on 
December 30, 2013 in one of his final acts in office.  LANGFORD LETS LOOSE IN LETTER  
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H O N O R A B L E  D O N  G U A R D I A N
A Mayor For Everyone, City Of Atlantic City

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1,  2014

A New Beginning
   ·   Un Nuevo Comienzo   ·   Một sự khởi đầu mới   ·   一个新的开始

2 0 1 4

For Atlantic City

A New
B E G I N N I N G

THE PEOPLE’S INAUGURATION

INVITATION TO COVER

The Atlantic City of 2014 is a diverse, multicultural city that is poised for a
new beginning. In the spirit of that theme, we hope to work together and to encourage

unity to once again make our hometown vibrant and successful.

If you are interested in covering this event please reply to
pr@masterpieceadvertising.com or Phyllis@masterpieceadvertising.com.

Phyllis Lacca at 609.344.2400 x204 cell 609.214.7870.

MEDIA CREDENTIALS REQUIRED

Event Schedule

To RS VP

*City Hall Swearing-In Seating is on a First Come, First Served basis and Extremely Limited.
RSVP does not guarantee City Hall Seating for the Swearing-In. 

9:30 AM – Parking at City Hall, Roundtrip
 Jitney transportation
 to St. Nicholas available.
10 AM – Interdenominational Service,
 St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church,
 1409 Pacific Ave., Atlantic City
 Parking Available

11 AM – Procession to City Hall 
NOON – 1 PM – Swearing-In, City Hall*
(Closed Circuit Swearing-In Telecast in
the Atlantic County Building/Auditorium)
1333 Atlantic Ave., Atlantic City 
1 PM – 3 PM – Reception, 
Atlantic County Building/Atrium 

The Boardwalk Journal  |  January  2014  |  41

ALL INAUGURATION PHOTOS TAKEN BY:
 GREGG KOHL / AC PHOTO



42   |  The Boardwalk Journal  | January 2014 The Boardwalk Journal  |  January  2014  |  43The Boardwalk Journal  |  January  2014  |  4342   |  The Boardwalk Journal  |  January  2014



The Boardwalk Journal  |  January  2014  |  4544   |  The Boardwalk Journal  |  January  2014



46   |  The Boardwalk Journal  |  January  2014

MBCA Annual Winter Luncheon  
The Metropolitan Business & Citizens Association held its annual Winter Luncheon Business Meeting 

on at  Caesars  Casino & Hotel.  MBCA‘s Winter Kick-Off Luncheon Meeting to the newly elected Mayor 
Don Guardian. Guardian gave  his  first public unofficial “State of the City”  address  to  a  sold out crowd 

of 1100 business, community and industry leaders. 

Annual MBCA 2014 Winter Luncheon Local talk radio legend Pinky Kravitz, Miss 
America Organization

President Miss Sharon Pearce and CRDA 
Executive Director Mr. John Palmieri

Mayor Don Guardian with the Chiefs of the ACFD, 
ACBP & ACPD, as well as

City Hall senior staff and Directors

Miss Atlantic City Tiana Cannon and Mayor
Don Guardian

Mayor Don Guardian with City Clerk Rhonda 
Williams and

Councilmembers Marty Small, William "Speedy" 
Marsh, Frank Gilliam, Mo Delgado and Rizwan Malik

Guardian Chief of Staff Chris Ficiello, Mayor 
Guardian and Roy Foster from Local 351
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CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR VICTORY... 

NEW
AC

GUARDIAN STUNS LANGFORD
CITY ELECTS REPUBLICAN MAYOR AGAINST ALL ODDS

BY: JAMES J. LEONARD JR., ESQ.

BEST OF LUCK 
MR. MAYOR

Photo: GREGG KOHL / AC PHOTO
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Katz JCC Boxx for Tots Toy Drive 
Collects Thousands of Toys 

for Children 
 The Milton & Betty Katz Jewish Community Center, 501 N. 
Jerome Avenue in Margate, collected more than 3,500 toys 
for area children during its Boxx for Tots Toy Drive hosted by 
Personal Trainer Jon Simon from November 29 to December 20.

According to Simon, the 3,500 toys were distributed to area 
charities including Jewish Family Service, The Division of Youth 
and Family Services (DYFS) of Atlantic County, Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Roman Catholic Church of Atlantic City, and directly to 
local families in need, and many other charities. 

“Collecting toys through my boxing classes began ten years ago 
when I saw that the area Toys for Tots collection program was 
not getting the attention it deserved,” Simon said. “So instead of 
collecting my usual fee for the boxing class that year, I told my 
students to donate a toy for the kids – because every kid needs a 
new toy.”

According to Simon, the collection has grown each year and he 
hopes to continue the event each season.

On December 17, 19 and 20, Simon’s boxing class was held in the 
auditorium of the Katz JCC and featured a live DJ Paul Laup of 
Atlantic City and violinist D. Sharpe .

More than 120 boxing enthusiasts turned out over the three-day 
event, donating a toy as their class fee. 

“It was an epic event. It will be even better next year,” Simon said. 

“We wanted to support Jon’s efforts in collecting toys for area 

children and were happy to give him the necessary tools to do 
so,” Chief Operating Officer of the Katz JCC Marg Mancuso said. 
“Regardless of race, religion or national origin, the Katz JCC aims 
to reach the entire community in any way we can. We hope the 
toys Jon collected and distributed put a smile on many children’s 
faces.” 

Alexander Sacchetti of ASAC Photography captured the event on 
you tube and can be viewed at http://youtu.be/8lgglDHmszc. 

For more information about the Katz JCC Fitness Facility visit www.
jccatlantic.org or call 822-1167. 

  

We Can help.

if you're going through a 
difficult time at home, you 

don't have to go through 
it alone. 

•DivORCe
•MeDiAtiOn
•ALiMOnY
•ChiLD CustODY  
 

•visitAtiOn
•ChiLD suPPORt
•DOMestiC   
viOLenCe

•eMAnCiPAtiOn
•ReLOCAtiOn
•enFORCeMent OF
 LitiGAnts RiGhts

1200 Atlantic Avenue, Second Floor
Atlantic City, New Jersey 08401

609-345-5800 FRee COnsuLtAtiOns

When ReLAtiOnshiPs FALL APARt...
We heLP PiCK uP the PieCes.

AGGRessive • KnOWLeDGeABLe • COMPAssiOnAte



52   |  The Boardwalk Journal  |  January  2014 The Boardwalk Journal  |  January  2014  |  53

Masterpiece Annual Holiday Party 
Shows How to DO AC 

& The Holiday Season in Style 
The Who’s Who of South Jersey and the greater Philadelphia area joined Masterpiece President Phyllis Lacca, the Lacca 
Family and the staffs of Masterpiece and FTFOI to celebrate Masterpiece’s 20th Anniversary as well as the Holidays. The 

celebration was held at The Palm Restaurant in Tropicana.

Diane Spiers, Barbara DiClaudio, Phyllis Lacca Masterpiece 
President, Michael Brestle, Sabrina Tracy and Cassandra Krauss

Brett and Shannon Balsley of Balsley Insurance Group and 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Cohen

Mayor Don Guardian, Rosemary Fatato and Louis Fatato

Patti and Jim Lees of Kisby Shore

Patti Gould and Ron Johnson CEO of Shore Medical 
Center

Gary and Pat LeCompte, Darlene Iacoviello, and 
Dave LeCompte

Nicole Lupo and Andrea Adams of Longport Media Nancy and Mark Stephens of Shore Physicians Group

Maureen Bugdon and Roy Foster Logan Regis, Celest Abdel-Baaith, and Dr. Jon Regis of 
Reliance Medical Group
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Congressman Frank and Tina LoBiondo Mr. and Mrs. Vince Papaccio of Reliance Medical Group Thea and Mike Chrupcala of the 
Philadelphia Hard Rock Café

DJ Bob Pantano and his wife

Shannon and Freddie Jerkins Jeff Guaracino and Judi Ludovico of Atlantic City Alliance Doctors Mohit and Delcine Sood of 
Shore Physicians Group

Todd and Barbara Vanett

Monica Battagliola and Nick Casiello Christie Wiggins of Cape Bank and her husband Bill Guests at Masterpiece Advertising’s 20th Anniversary
Holiday Party

Dr. Angelo and Jo Sparagna of Shore Physicians Group
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2300 Fairmount Avenue, Atlantic City, NJ 08401
P: 609-344-2439 F: 609-348-1043 • angelosfairmounttavern.com

RELIANCE MEDICAL GROUP PRESENTS 2014 
VISION TO EMPLOYEES 

Reliance Medical Group heralded its 2014 vision of national health care 
initiatives to its employees during its holiday party at the Atlantic Club 
Casino Hotel.
 
Along with holiday cheer, Dr. Jon M. Regis, president, and Vice 
President Vince Papaccio look forward to a prosperous New Year 
through the unveiling of their 2014 vision with employees from 30 
locations from across the state.
 
Building on its 2013 achievements including being designated as a high 
performing medical home and becoming a member of the statewide 
Accountable Care Organization, Reliance is positioned at the forefront 
of today’s medical industry for 2014. In the coming year, Reliance will 
bolster its influence by addressing key issues within the ever-changing 
healthcare arena.
 
The Reliance 2014 vision includes:

   • Expanding its practice locations in Atlantic County and    beyond
    • Participating in a national project designating New Jersey as a pilot 
state for implementing Nurse Practitioner Practices
    • Initiating an Atlantic City-based Physicians Assistant Masters 
Program in conjunction with Richard Stockton College of New Jersey 
and Philadelphia University
    • Developing plans for a new, 25,000 square-foot Atlantic City 
Medical and Educational facility
    • Continuing the reduction of healthcare costs, including decreasing 
ER visits and hospitalizations, while improving quality meetings or 
exceeding quality care indexes.

Reliance will also investigate and implement partnerships with insurers, 
hospitals and large physician groups to strengthen its position within 

the industry. It will develop a provider and organizational training 
program for internal leadership to meet the challenges of future 
healthcare delivery changes.
 
The 2014 vision, including an initiative to develop staff and mid-level 
management internal training programs to promote growth and upward 
mobility among employees, demonstrates “The
Future is Now for Reliance.” 

eleana Presinal, emily Peralta, Alba Bisono, 
Carla noguera, Mayra schiano

vince Papaccio, vice President of Reliance 
Medical Group, Diana Michael, trenair 
Royal, Lucille Rendina, and Dr. Jon Regis, 
President of Reliance Medical Group

trenair Royal, Oxana Rothmann, and Caren 
Fitzpatrick

Dr. Jon Regis, President of Reliance Medical 
Group, and Celest Abdel-Baaith

Alifah Akram, Lynda Adamson-stiles, 
Carolyn Laporte, Carmen torres, Amy Fox, 
and sue shook

Jacquelina hendricks, Julia espichan, 
Miriam Gomez, Melanie Robles-Jain, 
Adelayda Rubi, and shakara Oliver

stephany and Dr. Austin Gerber Dsharp when Reliance Medical Group 
celebrated its 2014 vision of national health 
care initiatives to its employees during its 
holiday party

Bob, Abigail Fallen, Carter Wilson, susan, 
Audrey hendricks, Jeneen skinner, Len 
terranova, sharine eliza, and Liz Buck 

 Robyn Kephart, Courtney Ziegler, and 
sarah Daly
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For more information about Shore Medical Center, call 609-653-3500 or visit ShoreMedicalCenter.org.

Former Trump Executive David R. Hughes Shuffles Things Up to Become 
Shore Medical Center’s Chief Financial Officer

David R. Hughes used to be a member of Shore Medical 
Center’s Board of Trustees and Executive Vice President, 
Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer of Trump Entertainment 
Resorts, Inc. In December of this past year, Hughes shuffled 
things up in a way that he, Trump Entertainment and Shore 
Medical Center could all came up aces!

Day in and day out, Hughes’ expertise is now put to work as 
Chief Finance Officer for Shore Medical Center, South Jersey’s 
healthcare leader. The move that paved the way for Hughes 
to join Shore’s Senior Leadership team was his election to the 
Board of Trump Entertainment Resorts, Inc., in the capacity 
of Chairman of the Finance Committee. Hughes then resigned 
his role on Shore’s Board of Trustees, took on the CFO role 
and here we are today. 

“We were honored and fortunate when David was able and 
willing to make these changes and join our organization in 
the role of CFO,” said Johnson. “David is highly-regarded 
within the financial community. His knowledge, expertise 
and relationships will play a strategic role in the continuing 
financial stability and growth of Shore Medical Center. 
David has been successful in everything he has pursued. I am 
confident he will do very well in his role at Shore.”

While there are some who might attempt to pigeonhole 
Hughes as a successful gaming industry financial executive, 
the truth is he has excelled on a host of civic and charitable 
boards. Additionally, he has pursued a variety of successful 
non-casino business ventures, including as part of an investor 
group that has financed major Broadway plays such as Grace 
and Macbeth with well-known stars such as Ed Asner, Paul 
Rudd, Kate Arrington and Alan Cumming.

From a board perspective, Hughes has held positions with 
American Media, Inc. (AMI) of Boca Raton, FL, Richard 
Stockton College of New Jersey Foundation of Galloway, NJ, 
the Greater Atlantic City Chamber of Commerce of Atlantic 
City, NJ, St. Joseph’s Regional School of Somers Point, NJ a 
supporter of the Mother’s Hope Foundation and a founding 
member and supporter of the Pittsburgh Chapter of Legatus, a 
faith-based organization for business leaders.

When considering the move, it helped on both sides that both 
Hughes and his family have ties to Shore Medical Center and 
the local community. Hughes is a native of South Jersey and 
graduate of Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, and his 
in-laws – Dr. George and Angela McKeon – lived in the house 
that today serves as home to Shore’s state-of-the-art, nationally 
renowned Cancer Center.

“This is so much more than a job,” said Hughes, who holds 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting and is a NJ 
Certified Public Accountant (Non-Active). “I grew up locally 
and our family has a close relationship with Shore. It’s why I 
initially joined the Board or Trustees, and was excited when 
the opportunity presented itself to assume the role of CFO at 
Shore.

“Ron (Shore CEO Ron Johnson) and the Board have a great 
vision for Shore,” Hughes continued. “I look forward to being 
able to help mold that vision into a leading healthcare facility 
and organization that will benefit and enhance our local 
community.”   

Hughes has held operational and financial positions, including 
Chief Executive Officer, Chief Operating Officer and Chief 
Financial Officer with major gaming companies throughout 
the United States. He lives in Somers Point with his wife of 18 
years, Patricia, who is an adjunct professor at Richard Stockton 
College of New Jersey. 

The Dean Randazzo Cancer Foundation is holding the 2014 Freeze For a Cause surf contest on February 22, 2014 at 
the world famous steel Pier in Atlantic City. For more information please visit 

www.deanrandazzocancerfoundation.org
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By
Anthony Previti

Anthony Previti is a criminal defense attorney who appears frequently in Atlantic County Superior Court and he loves 
food. If you would like your restaurant featured, please send an email to: OutToLunch@boardwalkjournal.com.

Anthony’s Out to Lunch 
The ATlAnTic ciTy BoTTle compAny And 
The iron room

Happy New Year, my friends!!  Welcome to 
2014 and for our New Year’s resolution, let’s 
all go support local restaurants and order 
something you wouldn’t even think of getting 
last year.  If you’re not sure where to start, 
I’ll make it easy for you:  Go to the Atlantic 
City Bottle Company.  Inside you will find a 
boutique liquor store featuring hard to find 
whiskey, beer, and wine selections. And since 
we are fresh off the holiday season, I will let 
you in on a little secret.  If you head to the 
back of the store, just through the door, and 
hidden away, is a fantastic restaurant known 
as The Iron Room.  

Honestly, I can’t do the team of the Atlantic 
City Bottle Company (ACBC) and The Iron 
Room justice simply by writing about it.  You 
have to go there and experience it for yourself.  
You could actually go into ACBC on a given 
day for a wine tasting or take a class educating 
you about different cheeses from around the 
world and then head into the restaurant and 
order dishes featuring some of those same 
ingredients!  I mean, come on, nobody is 
doing that.  They have single-handedly made 
you the best date on the planet.  ( Just don’t 
tell your date that you read this article first.  It 
was totally your idea.  I won’t tell anyone).

On a recent visit, I had a chance to sample 
just what The Iron Room has to offer.  The 
menu is perfect for sharing smaller plates and 
trying something new.  (Remember your New 
Year’s resolution).  Chef Kevin Cronin’s care 
and attention to detail comes blazing through 
in every dish.  As I was sipping my tasty Beer 
Flight (only $10) of their ever-changing 
craft beers on draft, we sampled starters of 
the House Cured Arctic Char ($14).  The 
fish, a cousin of the salmon, was topped with 
white sturgeon caviar, an herb salad, a drizzle 
of spicy mayo, and chervil vinaigrette.  The 
gorgeous presentation could only be outdone 
by the light and delicate flavor of such a 
delicious dish.

We also devoured a Mushroom Salad ($14).  
The can’t miss earthy appetizer featured four 
of the world’s most famous fungi, tossed in a 
balsamic and molasses reduction, and topped 
with a perfectly gooey, sunny side egg.  Throw 
in a little homemade pesto and you have 

yourself an absolute winner.  This should be a 
new breakfast staple on every menu!

After we scraped the plates clean, it was 
time to move onto the “Warm Plates” of 
the evening.  As I scanned the menu, I 
remembered that I wanted to try something 
new.  Everything sounded so delicious, I 
just couldn’t decide.  Luckily, Chef Kevin 
stopped by our table to inform us that he had 
just finished making fresh pappardelle pasta 
to compliment his BBQ Rabbit Stew ($15).  
Without hesitation, I screamed (hopefully, 
not too loudly), “Sold! I’ll take it!!”

The wonderful, al dente, thick noodles of the 
pappardelle were coiled around and coated 
with a ridiculously rich rabbit stew.  It was 
smoky and sweet and savory, all at the same 
time.  I had never had rabbit before, and 
thanks to Chef Kevin, I will be ordering it 
again.  It just may be my new lean protein of 
2014!

Whenever I order something new, I try to 
order a safety dish too just in case things go 
bad.  Luckily, the pasta dish was awesome, so 
I was already ahead of the game.  But when a 
monster-sized Flat Iron Burger ($14) came 
to the table, I knew life had just gone my way 
that night.  While the soft, fluffy brioche bun 
may have been the vessel for the juicy Angus 
beef, it was the thick, center cut applewood 
smoked bacon, huge plank of toasted Gruyere 
cheese, and house-made ketchup that took 
this bad boy to another dimension.  The fresh 
cut Belgian-style fries were about as good 
a fry as you will ever have.  This was a top-
notch meal, from a bad-ass chef, in one of the 
coolest restaurants in the entire area.

The Atlantic City Bottle Company and The 
Iron Room have revitalized the site of the 
former Home Run Tavern just across the 
street from the old Surf Stadium.  Just walking 
through the doors, it feels like you belong to 
an exclusive club.  I can’t wait to go back and 
see what new bottles they have for me to take 
home and what exciting dishes to share with 
my friends.  And Chef Kevin, if you’re reading 
this, if you ever decide to put that BBQ 
Rabbit Stew on top of that burger, please 
make sure you give me a call!!! 

648 N. AlbANy AveNue
AtlANtic city
609-348-6400

Hours: tue – tHu: 3 pm 
to 12 Am, Fri – sAt: 3 pm 
to 1 Am.   
closed suNdAy ANd 
moNdAy

AcbottlecompANy.com

menu:
The menu features 
smaller plates for sharing 
under both “Cold” and 
“Hot Plates.”  Like their 
Facebook page and 
see what Chef Kevin is 
creating tonight.

Tony’s Tip:
What’s better than Wine 
Tastings with expert Paul 
Tonacci, or an educational 
class on cheese?  How 
about a Happy Hour 
from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm 
featuring Duck Confit, Mac 
‘N’ Cheese, or even Fried 
Wonton’s with Ricotta and 
Truffles?  See you there!

Log onto Facebook, like 
our page, and let Anthony 
know what you think 
at:  www.facebook.com/
AnthonysOutToLunch
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moreFun  
nightliFe  
restaurants 
Variety

Beer Dinners, TasTings, Pairings & More! 

all entertainment & imax:  For tickets, visit 
ticketmaster.com, dial 1-800-745-3000 or  visit the 
tropicana Box  oFFice. text “shoWs”  to  609-705-trop  
to receive the latest entertainment inFormation!   
shoW schedules suBject to change.

Grand ItalIan Show 
of 2014
Live! sal Da Vinci with rosanna 
Fratello and Lucio caizzi.
saturday, January 4 & 
sunday, January 5

SInbad
saturday, January 18

CarloS MEnCIa  
saturday, February 22

The UlTimaTe 70s and 80s dance clUb

tropicanaCasino.com
casino excitement, to go!
sign up and play online.

tropicanaCasino.com

baCon wEEk
Drinks, Dishes,  
novelties & more! 
saturday, February 8 – 
saturday, February 15
Tropicana.net/BaconWeek

Go rEd for woMEn 
Friday, February 7 
Drink & retail specials along 
with  heart healthy activities  
and plenty of fun!
 

Trop i cana’ s

Don’t MissTrop i cana’ s

j a n u a r y  1 2  –  1 8

For more details visit Tropicana.net/BeerWeek

BroaDway Burger Bar: Will host a unique Beer Brunch on 
Sunday, January 12, 2014 from 11:30AM - 4:30PM for just $20 per person. 
A special Beer Dinner will be held on Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 7PM 
for just $36 per person.

ChiCkie’s & PeTe’s: Try some crAbbey Ale on for size! This 
Belgian-style Single by Victory Brewing Company is crafted exclusively  
for Chickie’s and Pete’s and pairs perfectly with their famous Crabfries. 

Fin: Flying Fish Pairing Dinner, hosted by Gene Muller on Tuesday, 
January 14, 2014. The five-course dinner expertly matched to Flying Fish 
beers also includes an exclusive reception with live entertainment at 
Tango’s Lounge immediately following. $75 per person includes tax  
and gratuity. To reserve your table, call 800-345-8767.

FranCesCa’s: Enjoy 20% off a regular priced “must-have”  
item for your drinking pleasure. 

hooTers: Signature Beer Cocktail: Great Balls Of Fire  
Fireball Cinnamon Whiskey, cranberry juice and Bud Light 

il VerDi: International beers and cuisine will be perfectly paired on 
Friday, January 17, 2014 starting at 7PM. $65 per person including tax  
and gratuity. To reserve your table, call 800-345-8767.

Mrs. FielDs Cookies: Old-fashioned root beer floats. 

seasiDe CaFe: For just $12, you’ll enjoy a 12” pizza pie  
and pitcher of select beer. 
TaP TakeoVer! 
Craft beer is taking over at Tango’s, Rumba and the Bar at FIN! Each bar 
will showcase both local craft beers and beers from abroad all week long 
from top breweries including: Sierra Nevada, Goose Island, Flying Fish, 
Tuckahoe, Brooklyn Brewery, Magic Hat, Victory, Anheuser Busch  
and Miller Coors. 

Friday, January 3

saturday, January 4

Women 40+ and guys 21- 29  
get FrEE admission before 11pm! 

Join us on the light up dance floor for the 
ultimate retro dance contest. prizes will be 
awarded for best solo dance, couples dance, 
break dance and hustle!


